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.CHAPTER ONE:
Verses 1-13
1. Why is the Bhagavad Gita the perfect theistic science?
2. What are the reasons for Dhrtarastra's fears about the outcome of the battle?
3. What is Duryodhana's purpose in speaking to Dronacarya?
4. Name four powerful fighters on the side of the Kauravas, and four on the side of the Pandavas.
5. Write in one sentence the conclusion of this introductory section.
Verses 14-27
1. Describe the significance of the blowing of conchshells on both the sides.
2. State any three signs pointing to the Pandava's victory.
3. Discuss the significance of addressing Krsna as "Hrsikesa" in verses 1.15 and 24.
4. Summarize the main point of the purport to verse 1.22.
5. What evoked Arjuna's compassion on the battlefield? Verses 28-36
1. Explain the basic cause of Arjuna's illusion.
2. Summarize the main point of the purport to verse 1.30.
3. Explain the significance of Arjuna's addressing Krsna as "Govinda".
4. List the six type of aggressors.
5. Cite three references describing the nature of a ksatriya. Verses 37-46
1. List the reasons Arjuna gives in this section for not fighting.
2. What is the significance of the word "varna sankara" used in this section?
3. Explain the significance of doing prescribed duties.
4. What is the relation between family elders, womenfolk, family traditions, and the maintenance of a society?
5. Summarize the conclusion of the purport to verse i .40.
2       B.Sastri B.G. Homework
CHAPTER TWO
Verses 1-11
1. What words does Krsna use to describe Arjuna's compassion?
2. Define the three phases of understanding the Absolute truth in relation to the analogy of the sun.
3. Summarize Arjuna's arguments in this section for not fighting.
4. What does a "Panditah" not lament for?
5. Summarize the main point of the purport to verse 2.7. Verses 12-19
1. Summarize Srila Prabhupada's arguments against the Mayavada philosophy in the purports to verses 2.12-13.
2. How can we percieve the eternal nature of the soul and the temporary nature of the body in day-to-day life? Quote the relevant verse.
3. Why should one perform his duty despite the hardships of climatic conditions?
4. Define "sat" and "asat." To what do they refer?
5. Analyze the difference between a living body and a dead body. Verses 20-30
1. Describe the six transformations of the material body.
2. Explain the analogies of the "surgeon" and the "justice of peace".
3. List ten qualities of the spirit soul.
4. Summarize Krsna's argument against Arjuna's compassion in this section.
5. Why is the soul described as "amazing"?
Verses 31-37
1. State Krsna's arguments in this section to get Arjuna to fight.
2. Define "ksatriya".
3. Why does a battle cause a ksatriya pleasure?
4. Why is infamy worse than death for a ksatriya?
5. What are the two types of "sva dharmas"? What are their purposes?
B.Sastri B.G, Homework
Verses 38-53
1. Give a simple definition of "sankhya" and "buddhi yoga".
2. What is "vyavasayatmika" intelligence?
3. What is the relationship between the Vedas and Krsna consciousness?
4. Why do devotees become indifferent to ritualistic performances?
5. Explain the analogy of the well.
6. Summarize the main points of the purports to the verses 2.39-40.
Verses 54-72
1. Explain the analogies of the "tortoise" and the "ocean".
2. Describe the process of "falldown".
3. What is the process of overcoming the desires for sense gratification?
4. Who is a "muni"? Who is a "sthita-dhir muni"?
5. Explain the activities of Maharaja Ambarisa.
CHAPTER THREE
Verses 1-9
1. What is Arjuna's understanding of buddhi yoga?
2. Explain the relationship between buddhi yoga and sankhya yoga.
3. Explain the term "mithyacarah".
4. What are the two benefits of performing prescribed duties for the satisfaction of the Supreme Lord?
5. State in one or two sentences, the conclusion of this section. Verses 10-16
1. Who are demigods? What are they supposed to do? Why are they worshiped?
2. How can we satisfy the demigods?
3. How does "yajna" purify all our activities?
4. Explain the analogy of the "vaccine".
5. How is the ritual of "yajna" an indirect practice of Krsna consciousness?
B.Sastri B.C. Homework
Verses 17-32
1. Why does a self-realized person have no more duties to perform? Why should he still perform prescribed duties?
2. What should one who is not self-realized do? Why?
3. Summarize the main point of the verse and purport to 3.22.
4. Explain the terms "acarya" and "tattva-vit."
5. What happens if one is faithful and non-envious towards the teachings of the Supreme Personality of Godhead? What happens to one who is envious?
Verses 33-43
1. Present in one or two sentences, the case that Srila Prabhupada makes for varnasrama in Krsna consciousness.
2. Explain the analogy of the "milk".
3. State the three degrees of lust covering the soul.
4. Explain the origin and the workings of lust.
5. How can an aspiring transcendentalist conquer lust?
CHAPTER FOUR
Verses 1-10
1. Explain the significance of "parampara".
2. Why does Krsna speak the Bhagavad-gita to Arjuna7
3. Summarize the main points of the verse and purports to 4.5-6.
4. State several reasons why Krsna appears on Earth? What is the main reason?
5. What are the three major pitfalls on the transcendental path? How can one overcome them? Verses 11-15
1. How does Krsna reciprocate with devotees, yogis or mystics, impersonalists, and fruitive workers?
2. Describe the psychology of a demigod worshiper.
3. To what modes do each of the four varnas belong?
4. Write five elements of the "vamasrama system".
5. Explain the analogy of "rain". Verses 16-24
1. Define "karma," "akarma," and "vikarma".
B.Sastri B.G. Homework
2. How can one understand the principles of religion?
3. List ten symptoms of a man in knowledge.
4. How can work be made into a "transcendental sacrifice"?
5. Write in one sentence the conclusion of this section. Verses 25-33
1. What is the purpose of sacrifice?
2. Explain the "brahmacari yajna."
3. Define five other types of yajnas.
4. Explain the common goal of all the sacrifices.
5. Summarize the main point of the verse and purport to 4.33. Verses 34-42
1. What are the rhree important aspects cf approaching abonafide spiritual master?
2. Summarize Srila Prabhupada's arguments against Mayavada philosophy in the purport to verse
4.35.
3. Write the "glories of the transcendental knowledge".
4. Explain the analogy of a man thrown in the ocean.
5. Describe the fate of the faithful and the doubter.
CHAPTER FIVE
Verses 1-6
1. What is the goal of "Sankhya yoga"? What is the goal of "Karma yoga"?
2. List three differences between Vaisnava and Mayavadi sannyasis.
3. Who, according to Krsna, is a sannyasi?
4. Summarize the purport to verse 5.2.
5. Write in one sentence the conclusion of this section.
Verses 7-12
1. Summarize the main points of the purports to verses 5.7-9.
2. Explain the analogy of the lotus leaf.
B.Sastri B.G. Homework
3. List three symptoms of a Krsna conscious person.
4. What is the difference in realization between a Krsna conscious and a bodily conscious person?
5. Describe the platform of perfect peace. Verses 13-16
1. How can one live happily within the city of nine gates?
2. According to the verse 5.14, who is the doer?
3. Explain the term "vibhu."
4. Explain the analogy of the rising sun.
5. Summarize the philosophical thread of this section.
Verses 17-26
1. List the similarities and differences between the individual soul and the Supersoul.
2. Because the Supersoul is present in everyone, is it right to treat a brahmana and a meat-eater as the same?
3. How does an advanced transcendentalist avoid indulgence in material sex pleasure?
4. Explain what is the "highest welfare work"?
5. Summarize the main point of the purport to the verse 5.26.
Verses 27-29
1. Name and define the eight limbs of astanga yoga.
2. List three benefits of astanga yoga?
3. As a yoga system, why is Krsna consciousness preferable to astanga yoga?
4. What is the peace formula?
5. Summarize the conclusions of this chapter in two or three sentences.
CHAPTER SIX
Verses 1-9
1. How is sannyasa complimentary to yoga?
2. State the three divisions of the Yoga ladder.
3. Define "yogaruruksu" and "yogarudha" stages of astanga yoga.
4. Analyze the role of the mind in Yoga?
5. Summarize the main points of the verse and purport of 6.8-9.
Verses 10-17
1. Write down five conditions considered imperative to the practice of yoga.
2. "A Krsna conscious person is the topmost transcendentalist." Explain.
3. Write a short note on "Brahmacarya vrata," the "vow of celibacy."
4. Summarize the main point of the verse 6.15 and the purport.
5. Describe the importance of regulation in the spiritual practice? Verses 18-32
1. Explain the analogy of the lamp.
2. Explain the analogy of the sparrow.
3. Describe samadhi.
4. Describe six qualities of the true yogi.
5. Summarize the main point of the verse 6.30 and the purport. Verses 33-40
1. Why is the astanga yoga not a feasible process in contemporary times? Give evidence.
2. Define "vairagya" and "paresanubhuti".
3. Summarize Krsna's recommendation to control and engage the mind.
4. Explain the analogy of the "riven cloud."
5. Summarize the main point of the verse 6.40 and the purport.
8        [B.Snstri B.C. Homework Verses 41-47
1. What happens to one who falls down after practicing yoga for a short time?
2. What happens to one who falls down after practicing yoga for a long time?
3. Write down the Sanskrit and English for a verse from the Second Chapter that relates to verses 6.40-43.
4. Cite a story from Srimad Bhagavatam that illustrates the process described in verses 6.41-45.
5. Summarize the purport to verse 6.47.
Verses 1-5
1. Explain the significance of the word "tat chrnu."
2. What is "jnana"? What is "vijnana"?
3. Summarize the verse and purport to 7.3
4. How do the "satvata tantras" describe the "purusa avataras"?
5. How does the living entity forget himself? Verses 6-12
1. Explain how spirit is the basic field of creation?
2. Summarize Srila Prabhupada's argument against the Mayavadi doctrine: "Absolute truth is impersonal," from the purport to 7.7.
3. How does Lord Caitanya's philosophy of "acintya bheda abheda" resolve the apparent conflict between personalism and impersonalism?
4. Give some examples of how the Lord can be percieved through various material and spiritual energies.
5. Explain the philosophical thread through 7.9-12
Verses 13-19
1. Describe the "baddha" stage of the living entity under the three modes of material nature.
2. Describe the significance of the word "mam eva."
3. Describe, "mudha," "naradhama," "mayayapahrta jnana," and "asurim bhavam asritah."
4. Define "sukritinah" and "pure devotional service."

5. Summarize the main points of the verse and purports to 7.17-19. Verses 20-25
1. Explain the significance of the word "hrtajnana."
2. Why do the Vedas recommend demigod worship?
3. Why can't the demigods infuse the living entities with an affinity for worshipping them?
4. Describe the differences between demigod worship and devotion to the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
5. Summarize the main points of the verse and purport to 7.24-25. Verses 26-30
1. Explain the analogy of the "sun and the cloud."
2. Explain the psychology of a materially deluded person.
3. Summarize the main point of the verse 7.27 and the purport.
4. Explain the significance of the word "mam asritya."
5. How is it possible to remember the Lord at death?
CHAPTER EIGHT
Verses 1-8
1. Explain the significance of the word "prayana kale."
2. Describe the Vedic sacrificial process as given in the "Chandogya Upanisad." Why does a Krsna conscious person avoid such sacrifice?
3. Define and explain "adhibhuta," "adhidaiva," and "adhiyajna."
4. Explain the significance of the word "smarana."
5. Summarize the main points of the verses 8.6-8.
Verses 9-13
1. Describe the "acintya" feature of the Lord.
2. Explain the significance of the word "yoga balena."
3. Summarize the philosophical thread through 8.11-13.
4. Summarize Srila Prabhupada's arguments for celibacy in the purport to verse 8.11.
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5. How is the "omkara" non-different from Krsna? Verses 14-19
1. Name and define the five ways that a bhakti yogi can engage in.
2. Explain the significance of the word "ananya cetah."
3. How does the devotee have an advantage over the other types of transcendentalists?
4. "The life of Brahma seems fantastic and interminable, but from the view point of eternity it is as brief as a lightning flash." Explain.
5. Summarize the main points of the verses 8.17-19. Verses 20-28
1. Describe the Supreme abode of Krsna.
2. What are the auspicious and inauspicious times of leaving the body? What is the result of leaving the body at those times?
3. List ten names of the plenary expansions of the Lord?
4. Explain the significance of the word "kala."
5. How do the devotees prepare for leaving their bodies?
CHAPTER NINE
Verses 1-5
1. Explain the word "idam jnanam."
2. Give reasons why Krsna calls this knowledge "raja vidya" and "raja guhyam.
3. Define and describe six other characteristics of this knowledge.
4. What is real faith? How is faith developed in Krsna consciousness?
5. Summarize the main points of the purports to the verses 9.4-5. Verses 6-10
1. Explain the analogy of the wind blowing in the sky.
2. How is the cosmic order completely dependent on Krsna's will.
3. Summarize the main points of the purports to the verses 9.6-8.
4. Explain the significance of the word "udasina vat."
5. Explain the example of the flower in the smriti.
11       Verses 11-15
1. Explain how the Supreme Personality of Godhead is not a common man.
2. Comment on the word "mudha."
3. Summarize Srila Prabhupada's arguments against the mayavadi philosophy in the purports to the verses 9.11-12.
4. Describe a "mahatma."
5. Summarize the main point of the verse 9.14 and the purport.
Verses 16-25
1. Explain how one engaged in the devotional service to Krsna has already performed all the sacrifices.
2. How is everything and everyone a part and parcel of Krsna?
3. Describe some of the ways Krsna is mainfest in the material world.
4. Summarize the main point of the purport to the verses 9.20-21.
5. Describe the philosophical thread through verses 9.22-25. Verses 26-34
1. Summarize the main point of the verse 9.26 and the purport.
2. What level of the yoga ladder does the verse 9.27 indicate?
3. Explain the significance of the words "sadhur eva."
4. How is a devotee purified of any accidental faults?
5. A devotee is already righteous, so why does Krsna say that he becomes righteous? (This was the question asked of Bhaktivinoda Thakur by the demigods.)
12       
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Verses 1-7
1. Describe the meaning of the word "Bhagavan."
2. How is Krsna different from the demigods and from the living entities?
3. What is real auspiciousness?
4. Define asammoha, satyam, ksama, sama, ahimsa, and samata.
5. Summarize the verse 10.7 and the purport. Verses 8-11
1. Summarize the arguments and references from the purport to verse 10.8 showing that Krsna is the source of all demigods.
2. Explain Lord Caitanya's analogy of a seed.
3. Define and describe "buddhi yoga."
4. How does Krsna help the less intelligent devotee?
5. Summarize the purport to the verse 10.11. Verse 12-18
1. Cite three Vedic evidences to confirm Arjuna's prayers in verses 10.12-13.
2. What truth does Arjuna want to establish by speaking verse 15?
3. Why does Arjuna ask Krsna to explain his opulences?
4. Summarize the main point of the verse 10. 17 and the purport.
5. Explain the significance of the word "amrtam." Verse 19-38
1. Why is it not possible to comprehend the greatness of Krsna or His opulences?
2. Explain the significance of the word "vibhuti."
3. List and explain any ten opulences of your choice.
4.
What is Gayatri? Who is the initiator of Gayatri and how is it available to us?
5. "Name and define the two kinds of expansions of the Lord.
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Verses 39-42
1. How is Krsna the seed of everything?
2. How does a devotee relate to the wonderful and glorious things in the world?
3. Explain the word "asamurdhva."
4. Write in one sentence the conclusion of this section.
CHAPTER ELEVEN
Verses 1-8
1. Explain the significance of Arjuna adressing Krsna as "lotus-eyed."
2. State three reasons why Arjuna asked to see the universal form of the Lord.
3. Explain the significance of the word "yogesvara."
4. What is the universal form of the Lord?
5. Summarize the main point of the verse 11.8 and purport. Verse 9-31
1. Give a description of the universal fonn in your own words.
2. What is the import of the repeated use of the word "many" in verse 11.10?
3. What was the change in Arjuna's relationship with the Lord on the revelation of the universal form?
4. What was Arjuna's conclusion about the form of the Lord, upon seeing the universal form?
5. Summarize Arjuna's prayers in verses 11.15-31. Verses 32-34
1. Explain by citing evidence from the Vedas that the Supreme Lord is the destroyer of everything.
2. How did the Lord show that Arjuna's desire to escape the battle was ill founded?
3. Explain the significance of the word "nimitta matram."
4. How can the plan of the Supreme Personality of Godhead be understood in the material world?
5. What is the criterion of perfection?
Verses 35-46
1. Analyze Arjuna's feelings when he starts praying for the second time. What rasa do his prayers correspond to?
2. Explain mahatma, ananta, devesa, and aksaram.
3. Explain the word "nidhanam."
4. What is the main point of the verses 11.41-42 and the purports.
5. Why should a spiritual master be connected with Krsna?
Verses 47-55
1. Who besides Arjuna had seen the universal form of the Lord?
2. What is divine vision? Who can have the divine vision?
3. Explain, "saumya rupah," "manusam rupam," and "su-durdarsam."
4. Summarize Srila Prabhupada's arguments to support the point that the central focus of Bhagavad- gita is Lord Krsna, from the purports to verses 11.52-54.
5. Summarize the main point to verse 11.55 and the purport.
CHAPTER TWELVE
Verses 1-7
1. Define and describe the two classes of transcendental ists.
2. Cite evidence from the previous chapters to support that one should be attached to the personal form of the Lord.
3. Explain the process of impersonal realization.
4. Explain the analogy of the mail box.
5. Summarize the main point of the verses 12.6-7 and the purports.
Verses 8-12
1. How are all the activities of a devotee transcendental?
2. Explain the process of reviving the dormant, natural love for Krsna?
3. Reconstruct the steps of bhakti yoga that Krsna describes in verses 12.8-11.
4. Explain the difference between the "karmaphala-tyaga" mentioned in verses 12.11 and 12.12.
5. What is the indirect process of reaching Godhead?
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1. Summarize the transcendental qualifications of apure devotee in the purport to verses 12.13-14.
2. What is the disposition of a devotee towards enemies and towards suffering?
3. Analyze and compare your own state of consciousness in the light of the consciousness of a pure devotee described in 12.13-14.
4. Compare the attitude of a materialist with that of a devotee.
5. List ten qualities of a pure devotee.
Verses 17-20
1. How does a devotee in the Krsna consciousness movement fulfill the conditions set by verse 12.17.
2. How is a devotee (a)patient, (b)silent, (c)detached, and (e)fixed?
3. Comment on the silent meditation, "mauna," practised by impersonalists.
4. What is the evidence that bhakti is the best process of self realization?
CHAPTER THIRTEEN
Verses 1-7
1. Define the terms "ksetra" and "ksetrajna."
2. Proprietor, knower, and controller - in these three positions, how is the living entity subordinate to the Lord?
3. How is the enjoyment of a living entity conditioned?
4. Explain the positions of prakriti, purusa, and Isvara.
5. Explain the evolution of false ego.
Verses 8-13
1. What is the real process of knowledge?
2. Briefly explain the terms - humility, non-violence, tolerance, and simplicity.
3. Describe the following qualities: cleanliness, steadiness, and absence of false ego.
4. Explain the Krsna conscious view of family life.
5. Cite evidence and logic to support that the "brahman" mentioned in verse 13.13 is the living entity.
Verses 14-19
1. Cite evidence and logic to support that verse 13.14 refers to the Supersoul and not the living entity.
2. Explain the word "nirguna."
3. What is the difference between material and spiritual senses?
4. Cite a verse from Sri Isopanisad with the same meaning as that of verse 13.16.
5. Summarize the knowledge of the knower, the knowable and the process of knowing. Verses 20-25
1. Explain the analogy of the residential quarters.
2. How is the living entity placed within a particular body?
3. Explain the position of "Paramatma."
4. Define and describe the three ways of realizing the Supersoul.
5. Summarize the philosophical thread through this section. Verses 26-35
1. Describe the recommended process for this age for understanding the Absolute Truth.
2. What is the turning point in the living entity's sojourn through the material world?
3. Why does one who sees the Supersoul situated in everyone everywhere, not degrade himself by his mind?
4. Explain the analogy of the sun.
5. Summarize the philosophical thread through this section.
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN
Verses 1-4
1. Explain what it means to attain qualitative equality with the Lord.
2. Explain the analogy of "scorpion's eggs."
3. Summarize Srila Prabhupada's explanation of the world from the purport to verse 14.3.
4. Why do we find living entities everywhere? Verses 5-18
1. Explain the cause of varieties of happiness and distress.
2. Define the mode of goodness. How is it binding?
3. Define the mode cf passion. How is it the standard of advancement in modern civilization'
4. Define the mode of ignorance. Describe the symptoms of a man conditioned by the mode of ignorance.
5. What are the respective destinations of one dying in the mode of goodness, passion and ignorance.
6. Explain the significance of the word "tamasah." Verses 19-27
1. How can one do away with the influence of material nature?
2. Explain the significance of the word "dehi."
3. List six symptoms of one transcendental to the three modes.
4. Explain the analogy of the gold mine and the gold.
5. What is the key to transcending the three modes?
6. Summarize the process of becoming situated in the transcendental, blissful situation from the purport to verse 14.27.
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN
Verses 1-5
1. Explain the analogy of the banyan tree.
2. Compare the devotional and impersonal view of the process of extrication from matter based on this analogy.
3. Prove the variegatedness of the spiritual world based on the analogy of the tree.
4. Explain the significance of the word "asanga."
5. Describe the surrendering process.
Verses 6-11
1. How should one prepare to transfer himself to go to the spiritual world?
2. Explain the significance of the term "paramam mama."
3. Explain the words "sanatanah," "karsati," and "mamaivamsah."
4. Cite scriptural evidence to prove the existence of a spiritual body for the liberated living entity.
5. Explain the analogy of the "air carrying aromas."
6. Explain the philosophical thread through verses 15.8-11. Verses 12-15
1. Summarize how the splendors of the sun, the moon and the fire evoke Krsna consciousness.
2. What would happen if the Lord withdraws his influence from the universe?
3. Explain the dependence of the living entity on the Lord for eating and digesting.
4. Explain the relationship of the living entity with Paramatma.
5. "The Lord is worshipable by the conditioned soul." Explain.
6. Cite Vedic references to prove that Krsna is the goal of all Vedas.
Verses 16-20
1. Describe the "ksarah" and "aksarah" living entities.
2. Explain the significance of the words "uttama" and "loke."
3. Summarize the main point of the verse 15.19 and the purport.
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Explain the significance of the words "bhajati" and "anagha."
5. What are the things that need to be vanquished altogether in the devotional service of the Lord?
6. Explain the name "Purusottama yoga" of this chapter.
CHAPTER SIXTEEN

Verses 1-6
1. Explain the word "abhijatasya."
2. List and explain ten qualities of a godly man endowed with divine nature.
3. List five qualities of demoniac men.
4. Explain what is meant by transcendental situation.
5. Explain the divine and demoniac mentalities. Verses 7-15
1. What is the proper situation of women according to "Manu Samhita?" Compare this with the modern view.
2. What is the demoniac view of the creation?
3. Analyze the demoniac tendencies of the modern civilization.
4. Explain the psychology of a demon.
5. Summarize the philosophical thread through this section. Verses 16-20
1. Explain the term "mohajala."
2. What are the demoniac preachings?
3. Give examples of "avidhi purvakam" endeavors from sastra.
4. Describe the results of demoniac disposition.
5. Are the demons bereft of the Lord's mercy? Explain your answer.
Verses 21-24
1. Explain the three gates to hell.
20
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2. Describe how one can become eligible for liberation.
3. Explain the terms "sastra vidhi" and "kama karatah."
4. Summarize the main point of verse 16.24 and purport.
CHAPTER SEVENTEEN
Verses 1-6
1. What are the three kinds of faith? How can one change to a higher stratum of faith?
2. Describe the evolution of faith.
3. What do the men in the three modes respectively repose their faith in? Give examples of each from personal experience.
4. Summarize the verse 17.5-6 and the purport.
5. In the constitutions of the leading democratic nations of the world, Freedom of Faith is declared a fundamental right. Analyze the pros and cons.
Verses 7-13
1. Write down the kind of food dear to the people in the three modes respectively and explain their particular affinity.
2. What is the purpose of food?
3. Explain the philosophy of remnants.
4. What kind of sacrifices are people in the three modes prone to perform? What are their results? Verses 14-22
1. Explain the austerities of the body.
2. Explain the austerities of the speech.
3. Explain the austerities of the mind.
4. What are austerities in goodness, passion and ignorance? Give an example from sastra of each.
5. What are the charities in the three modes? What kind of charity is recommended? Verses 23-28
1. Explain the words "om tat sat."
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2. Cite Vedic evidence that "omkara" is the representation of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
3. What is the purpose of all austerities, penance and charities?
4. Explain the words "prasaste karmani," "sad-bhave," and "sadhu-bhave."
5. Summarize the main point of the verse 17.28 and the purport.
CHAPTER EIGHTEEN
Verses 1-6
1. Explain the significance of the names "Hrsikesa" and "Kesinisudana."
2. What is sannyasa? What is "tyaga." Which is better?
3. What is the controversy that the Lord seeks to resolve?
4. How does a sannyasi in Krsna consciousness utilize the performance of sacrifice, charity and austerities in the service of Krsna?
5. Explain the "highest criterion of religion." Verses 7-12
1. Explain the activities of a renunciate.
2. What are the characteristics of renunciation in the mode of darkness'
3. What are the characteristics of renunciation in the mode of passion? What is its result?
4. What characterizes renunciation in the mode of goodness?
5. Who is called a tyagi? How does he act? Verses 13-18
1. Discuss the importance of Vedanta philosophy.
2. How is the Supersoul the ultimate controller of all actions?
3. What are "right" and "wrong" actions?
4. Analyze Arjuna's decision of not fighting in the light of the knowledge of the factors of action.
Verses 19-40
1. Describe knowledge in each of the three modes.
2. Describe action in each of the three modes.
3. Describe the workers in each of the three modes.
4. Describe understanding and determination in each of the three modes.
5. Describe the three kinds of happiness. Verses 41-48
1. What are the qualities of work for brahmanas and ksatriyas?
2. What are the qualities of work for vaisyas and sudras?
3. What should be one's attitude towards one's natural quality of work?
4. Why is it better to engage in one's own work rather than that of others?
5. Summarize the main point of the verse 18.48 and purport. Verses 49-55
1. How is a person in Krsna consciousness automatically a sannyasi?
2. Explain the perfection of self-realization.
3. Explain the term "brahma bhuta."
4. How are the paths of an impersonalist and personalist different?
5. Summarize the main point of the verse and purport 18.55. Verses 56-62
1. Explain the term "mad vyapasrayah."
2. What does it mean to be a servant according to the philosophy of Krsna consciousness?
3. Explain your realizations of the verses 18.58-59 and the purports.
4. Summarize the main points of the verses 18.61-62 and the purports. Verses 63-66
1. Explain the philosophical significance of the words "yathecchasi tathakuru."
2. Cite two verses from this chapter where Krsna stresses "hearing."
3. What are the confidential, more confidential, and most confidential knowledge that Krsna refers to in the verse 18.64?
4. Analyze the verse and purport to 18.65.
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5. Why does Krsna ask Arjuna to abandon all varieties of religion? Why does He promise to deliver him from all sinful reactions?
Verses 67-78
1. Krsna forbade Arjuna to speak Bhagavad-gita to those who are envious of the Lord. Why does a devotee of the Lord sometimes hold an open class?
2. Why does the Lord in Verse 72 inquire from Arjuna whether he has heard the message with an attentive mind?
3. What are the results of studying and hearing Bhagavad-gita? From whom should it be heard? Who are not qualified to hear Bhagavad-gita?
4. What is the conclusion of the eighteenth chapter?
5. What are the five principle subject matters discussed in the Bhagavad-gita?
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Chapter One
Verses 1-13
1. Because it is directly spoken by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna .
2. Because the battle was to be fought at Kurukshetra, which was known as a holy place, and the Pandavas were all virtuous persons, Dhrtarastra was fearful about the influence of the holy place on the outcome of the battle.
3. Duryodhana wanted to inform Dronacarya, his military commander, about the military arrangement of the Pandavas.
4. On the side of the Pandavas are Yuyudhana, Virata, Drupada, Dhrstadyumna, Dhrstaketu, Cekitana, Kasiraja, Purujit, Kuntibhoja, Saibya Yudhamanyu, Yttanayha, etc...
On the side of the Kauravas are Bhisma, Kama, Krpa, Asvatthama, Vikarna, Bhurisrava,
etc...
5.
Although the military force of the Kauravas is greater than the Pandavas' the Kauravas
have no chance of winning the battle because the Supreme Lord is on the side of the Pandavas.
Verses 14-27
1. The blowing of conchshells not only signals the start of the battle but is a preliminary show off of the strength of both sides. The sound of the Pandavas' conchshells frightened the Kauravas, but the Kauravas' blowing of conchshells had no effect on the Pandavas.
2. The blowing of conchshell by Lord Krsna.
Whenever there is Krsna the Goddess of Fortune is there too. The unconquerable Hanuman was on the side of the Pandavas Arjuna was using an unconquerable chariot given by Agnideva.
3. "Hrisikesa" means "Lord of the senses." The Lord directs the senses of the living entities according to their degree of surrender to Him. Since Arjuna was a pure devotee, he was fully under the control of Krsna, and therefore was unconquerable. Hrsikesa also means that the Lord could understand Arjuna's mind when Arjuna asked Him to place the chariot between the two armies.
4. Krsna is the Supreme Lord and is not in want of anything, but He takes great pleasure in serving His pure devotees. His driving the chariot of Arjuna was simply for His own pleasure.
5. Externally, the sight of his own kinsmen, i.e. the bodily concept of life.
1
Internally, he was placed into illusion by Krsna because — as discussed in question no.3 -- he was cent per cent surrendered to "Hrsikesa." In text 24, Arjuna is also referred to as "Gudakesa," meaning "one who has conquered ignorance or illusion."
Verses 28-36
1. The basic cause of Arjuna's illusion is not the bodily concept of life but the will of the Lord. Because Arjuna is cent per cent surrendered to "Hrsikesa," his senses are controlled by Hrsikesa. (Arjuna is referred to as "Gudakesa in verse 24, meaning "one who has conquered ignorance or illusion.")
2. When a person ~ because of excessive attachment to material things — forgets that his real self-interest lies in Krsna, he loses his mental equilibrium, becomes fearful and suffers material pains.
Excessive attachment for material things causes one to work so hard for them, but they bring one just the opposite of one's expectations ~ frustration. (Viven)
3. Govinda means the object of pleasure for the cows and the senses. Arjuna is implying that Krsna should know what will please him and act accordingly. But Govinga is not meant to satisfy Arjuna's senses. The point is that by satisfying Krsnas senses, one automatically becomes satisfied.
4. On who sets fire to a house/ attacks with deadly weapons/ steals another's wife/ plunders riches/ occupies another's land/ administers poison.
5. Ksatriyas have a controlling propensity. They must have a kingdom to rule over. They never display cowardice by leaving the battlefield, even out of compassion. They are not meant to forgive aggressors like saintly persons do. By fighting for religious purposes, the attain the heavenly kingdom.
Verses 37-46
1.
· Arjuna will not be able to enjoy the kingdom with his relatives if they are all dead.

· He is afraid of sinful reactions.

· He does not want to destroy family traditions. By killing the elders, unprotected women will become polluted, unwanted progeny will prevail, irreligion will spread, there will be no more performance of sacrifices.

2.
"Varna-sankara" means "unwanted population." Arjuna foresees the world being overrun
by fourth-class persons produced from unchaste women because of irreligion.
Good progeny, which is essential for peace and spiritual advancement in general, depends on the chastity of women.
3.
By engaging in prescribed duties according to one's quality of work and nature, one
maintains the varnasrama system of gradual elevation in Krsna consciousness. When one stops
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one's prescribed duties and acts whimsically, the varnasrama system is disturbed and the different orders of society degenerate to fourth-class people.
4. The elder members of society are responsible for maintaining family traditions of purification. When the elders are destroyed, women become unprotected and tend to mix freely with men. This results in unwanted progeny. Such progeny is unable to maintain family traditions and the whole system of varnasrama collapses.
5. In order to protect their chastity and faithfulness, women must be engaged in religious practices. Thus they will be able to give birth to good population. Otherwise, the world will be flooded with unwanted population and there will be war and pestilence.
Chapter Two
Verses 1-11
1. Kasmalam, dirtiness; klaibyam, impotence; hrdaya-daurbalyam, petty weakness of heart.
2. Sun's rays = Brahman, the all pervasive feature of the Absolute Truth sun's surface = Paramatma, the localized feature "    "
"
" sun planet = Bhagavan, the personal feature
blood.

Drona and Bhisma are his worshipable gurus.
To enjoy material profits after killing them would mean enjoying spoils tainted with
If he were defeated in battle he would have to live by begging If he killed the sons of Dhrtarastra he should not care to live
4. A panditah does not lament for the body.
5. In order to overcome life's perplexities, one must take shelter of a spiritual master.
Verses 12-19
1.
The theory that the individual souls and the Supreme were one and will become one later
is not supported by Vedic statements such as "nityo nityanam" and the verse beginning with "na tv evaham jatu nasam." If the Mayavadis object that the individuality herein is material, then three points may be made:
· How does one distinguish Krsna's individuality from Arjuna's when he has confirmed it not only in the past but in the future also?

· If Krsna is accepted as an ordinary man, then the Bhagavad-gita loses all importance.

· The bodily concept of life has already been refuted in previous verses. How could Krsna again bring it up?

· The Supreme is unchangeable and cannot be cut into different spirit souls.
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•   The Paramatma is present in each and every body. It is distinct from the jivas, as the sun, moon and stars reflected in water.
2. Dehino 'smin yatha dehe... The body is always changing, but the person remains the same individual — the soul.
3. By performing one's duty one rises to the platform of knowledge and devotion, from which one can liberate himself from the clutches of maya.
4. "Sat" means "eternal" and "asat" means "non-existent" or "temporary." The soul is eternal and the body is temporary.
5. The difference between a living body and a dead body is consciousness. Consciousness is the current of the atomic soul, and it is spread all over the body. (Bg 2.17p)
Verses 20-30
1. The body takes birth, grows, remains for some time, produces by-products, dwindles and dies.
2. Nothing is good or bad in itself. Everything is based on utility. For instance, there is a proper utility of violence. The judge who sentences a person to death may seem to commit violence, but his sentence is meant to uphold the law. It also helps the criminal atone for his sin in this very life. Similarly, a surgeon's knife appears to be causing violence to someone's body. But actually it is for the patient's good.  In the same way, Arjuna's killing of his relatives is for their own good.
3. The soul is unborn, eternal, indestructible, immutable, uncleavable, it cannot be burned, moistened or withered.  It is insoluble, present everywhere, immovable, etc...
4. Since the soul is eternal, cannot be killed, and cannot cause killing, there is no need for Arjuna to grieve for Bhisma, Drona and others. Rather, Arjuna should be pleased to give them the opportunity of getting a new body.
Even if Arjuna thinks that the soul is not eternal, he still has no reason to lament for everyone has to die at some point. No one laments the loss of a bag of chemicals.
5.
It is amazing because such a minute particle of spirit can animate any type of body, from
the gigantic banyan tree to a microbic germ.
Owing to ignorance, people are amazed at the power of the soul.  Some even confuse the individual soul with the Supersoul.
Verses 31-37
1.
As a ksatriya, Arjuna should not neglect his duty. By engaging in one's occupational
varnasrama duty one remains free from sinful reaction.
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2. "Ksat" means "hurt" and "trayate" means to give protection. A ksatriya, therefore, is someone who protects others from harm.
3. Because he is ruled by the mode of passion and enjoys fighting. Furthermore, he knows that if he dies on the battlefield he will attain heaven and if he conquers his enemies he will enjoy their kingdom.
4. For a ksatriya, infamy is worse than death because "for a respectable person, dishonor is worse than death." If Arjuna leaves the battlefield, the enemy will not think that he is doing it out of compassion but out of cowardice. Since a ksatriya is by nature proud and heroic, to be dishonored is worse than death.
5. "Sva-dharma," "religious duty," refers to one's specific duty within varnasrama. While one is under the control of the modes of material nature one has to perform such duties and make gradual advancement. When one is freed from the modes, one's duties become spiritual.
Verses 38-53
1. "Sankhya" refers here to the analytical study of the soul and body. "Buddhi-yoga," as mentioned in verse 39, is the devotional service of the Lord.  It combines karma, performance of one's prescribed duties, with jnana, knowledge of the soul (or sankhya). In other words, buddhi-yoga is work performed in full knowledge, without attachment to the fruits of one's activities.
2. Vyavasayatmika intelligence means "single-pointed" intelligence.  It refers to performing one's duties without being deviated by considerations of happiness and distress or attachment to the fruits of one's work. One-pointed intelligence means to be fixed in knowledge of the soul and doing one's duty.
3. All the Vedas are meant for attaining Krsna consciousness. The Vedas prescribe different ritualistic performances for gradual elevation to Krsna consciousness.
4. Because they understand the purpose behind them — Krsna.  "All purposes served by small wells can at once be served by a great reservoir of water."
5. A well provides water — a little at a time. But a reservoir can provide its full amount at once.  Similarly, by following the Vedic rituals one can make advancement little by little. But full Krsna consciousness is available at once if one understands that Krsna is the purpose of the Vedas and takes to the chanting of the holy name.
6. Lord Krsna previously explained sankhya-yoga to Arjuna to bring him to the platform of knowledge of the soul. Now, Krsna is going to explain buddhi-yoga — working in the knowledge described above in Krsna consciousness, detached from the fruits of one's work. Such work will free one from bondage and is much better than simply cultivating detachment without activity as Arjuna wanted to do.
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Such work brings everlasting results. In material work, incompletion means failure, but in buddhi-yoga, even if one makes only one percent of advancement, he continues in the next life from two percent.
Verses 54-72
1.
The tortoise is able to withdraw his limbs into his shell at any time and exhibit them
again when he wants. Similarly, one who is fixed in consciousness can withdraw his senses
from the sense objects and at other times use them for the Lord's service.
The great ocean remains undisturbed even though so much water pours in from rivers and other sources. Similarly, a Krsna conscious person's thoughts and activities are filled with Krsna. Although so many material desires come, he remains unaffected because of his fullness in Krsna consciousness.
2. Contemplating the objects of the senses leads to becoming attached to them. Attachment leads to lust, lust to anger, anger to delusion, delusion to bewilderment of memory. Bewilderment of memory leads to losing one's intelligence and losing one's intelligence causes one's falldown.
3. The senses have to be fully engaged in the service of the Lord. By thus restricting the senses one will acquire the higher taste and thus remain fixed in consciousness.
4. "Muni" refers to a sage engaged in mental gymnastics. But a "sthitah dhih muni" is a sage fixed in Krsna consciousness.
5. He engaged his mind in thinking of the lotus feet of the Lord, his hands in cleaning the temple of the Lord, his legs in visiting holy places and his senses in speaking about the Lord. He engaged his ears in hearing the pastimes of the Lord, his eyes in seeing the Deity, his sense of touch in touching the devotees and his nose in smelling the tulasi leaves offered to the Lord. And he used his desires in fulfilling the desires of the Lord.
Chapter Three
Verses 1-9
1. Arjuna thought of buddhi-yoga "as something like retirement from active life and the practice of penance and austerity at a secluded place."
2. Buddhi-yoga is a direct process of connecting everything in Krsna consciousness. Sankhya-yoga is the analytical study of the nature of spirit and matter. Both buddhi-yoga and sankhya-yoga have the Absolute Truth as their ultimate goal. They are interdependent, as religion and philosophy. (Religion without philosophy is sentiment, and sometimes fanaticism, while philosophy without religion is mental speculation.)
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3. "Mithyacarah" means "pretender." The word refers to someone who refuses to work in Krsna consciousness but makes a show of meditation while mentally contemplating sense enjoyment — someone who prematurely renounces his prescribed duties without having purified his mind and senses.
4. Performing prescribed duties for the satisfaction of the Lord will free one from the reactions of work and gradually elevate one to the transcendental loving service of the Lord.
5. To act in Krsna consciousness is the best way of purifying one's mind and senses. It is better to do one's prescribed duty honestly than to engage in pseudo-meditation and live at the cost of others. In this way, one can progress toward the supreme goal.
Verses 10-16
1. Demigods are empowered administrators of material affairs in the universe. They serve the Lord by supplying air, light, water, etc., for the maintenance of the living entities. People worship them to obtain the necessities of life.
2. By performing yajna perfectly. In all yajnas Lord Visnu is worshiped as the chief beneficiary.
3. The performance of yajna purifies our activities; our eatables become sanctified, and by eating sanctified foodstuffs, our existence becomes purified. When our existence is purified, the finer tissues in the memory become sanctified, and then we can think of the path of liberation and ultimately Krsna consciousness. Also, food grains come from rains, which come from yajna, which comes from prescribed duties, which come from the Vedas, which come from Krsna. Because these all come from the Lord, the Lord is situated in yajna.
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A vaccine protects one from diseases.  Similarly, Krsna prasadam protects one from the
contamination of sinful reactions.
5.
Because Lord Visnu, the ultimate beneficiary of all sacrifices, is the master of all the
demigods. By serving the servant, we indirectly serve the master.
Verses 17-32
1. Because he has attained the goal of prescribed duties: self-realization. However, he still performs duties for the sake of showing the correct path to others.
2. A person who is not self-realized should engaged in prescribed duties without attachment. By working without attachment, one ultimately attains the Supreme.
3. Krsna has no prescribed duty to perform. Yet He engages in prescribed duties for the sake of upholding religious principles as enunciated in the revealed scriptures.
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4. The word "acarya" refers to one who teaches by his own example. "Tattva-vit" refers to one who knows the Absolute Truth in three different features: Brahman, Paramatma and Bhagavan.
5. One who is faithful becomes free from the bondage of fruitive actions. One who is envious is bereft of all knowledge and ruined in his endeavors for perfection.
Verses 33-43
1. As long as one is under the modes of material nature, one has to perform work in accordance with one's psycho-physical nature. When one is liberated, however, he can act in any capacity, as the need may be.
2. As milk is transformed in yogurt by contact with tamarind, pure love of God is transformed into lust by contact with the mode of passion.
3. Fire covered by smoke symbolizes the partial covering of consciousness of human beings.
Mirror covered by dust symbolizes the greater covering of consciousness in the animal species.
Embryo covered by the womb symbolizes the completely covered, lusty consciousness of trees.
4. Lust is originally our pure love for God transformed by contact with the mode of passion. It is never satiated and burns like fire. Lust captures the senses, mind and intelligence, covers the real knowledge of the living entity and bewilders him. (See details in verses 39 and 40)
5. The way to conquer lust is to regulate the senses through the process of devotional service.
Chapter Four
Verses 1-10
1. The parampara system is the authorized method of receiving transcendental knowledge. The chain of disciplic succession originates with the Lord Himself and continues from self-realized spiritual master to qualified disciple. The knowledge is spoken as it is and there is no room for interpretation.
2. Because there was a need to reestablish the parampara and Arjuna was qualified to hear Bhagavad-gita, being a friend and a devotee of Lord Krsna and non-envious as well.
3. Krsna and the living entity are never equal. Whereas there is no difference between Krsna and His body, the living entity is constantly transmigrating from one body to another.
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Krsna always appears in the same youthful form and can remember everything that happened in the past, whereas the living entity's memory ends with each particular body.
4. Krsna appeared to deliver the pious, annihilate the miscreants, reestablish religious principles and, above all, reciprocate the loving dealings of His devotees.
5. The three major pitfalls on the path of transcendence are the three stages of attachment to the material world, namely negligence of spiritual life, fear of a spiritual personal identity and the conception of void that arises from frustration in life.
One can overcome these pitfalls by taking complete shelter of the Lord under the guidance of a bona fide spiritual master and follow the disciplines and regulative principles of devotional life.
Verses 11-15
1.
With the devotees, Krsna reciprocates according to their intensity of love for Him and
according to their relationship with Him (dasya, sakhya, vatsalya, etc..)
With the impersonalists, Krsna allows them to merge into His effulgence.
To the yogis, Krsna awards mystic powers.
To the fruitive workers He, as Yajnesvara, awards the results of prescribed duties.
2. The psychology of a demigod worshiper is that he wants to enjoy material benefits immediately.  It is the mentality of a less intelligent person.
3. Brahrnanas are in the mode of goodness, ksatriyas in passion, vaisyas in mixed passion and ignorance and sudras in ignorance.
4.
There are four divisions of the social order: brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya and sudra.
These four divisions were created by the Lord Himself for the systematic development of
Krsna consciousness.
Although its creator, Lord Krsna has nothing to do with the varnasrama system because He is not a conditioned soul.
The kind of work a person does is determined by the modes of material nature which he has acquired.
A person in Krsna consciousness is transcendental to all divisions of human society.
5.
The rain is not responsible for the varieties of vegetables that grow from the earth.  Still,
the vegetation is dependent on rain. Similarly, the Lord is the creator of the material world but
He is not the direct cause of the activities within the material world.
Verses 16-24
1.
"Karma" refers to activities performed with attachment to the results but in accordance
with scriptures.  These actions bring "good" reactions.
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"Akarma" refers to activities performed in Krsna consciousness, without attachment to results. They have no reactions.
"Vikarma" refers to actions against scriptural injunctions. They bring bad reactions.
2. By following in the footsteps of mahajanas.
3. A man in full knowledge is not attached to the results of his activities, he is ever satisfied and independent, he performs no fruitive action (although externally active), his mind and intelligence are perfectly controlled, he gives up all sense of proprietorship over his possessions, he acts only for the bare necessities of life, he is satisfied with gain which comes of its own accord, he is free from duality, he is not envious, he is steady in both success and failure, he is never entangled. (Eleven symptoms listed. Ten needed.)
4. Anything done in the consciousness of pleasing Krsna, as an offering to Krsna, is considered to be sacrifice, yajna.
5. The only activities that are free from the cycle of actions and reactions are those performed for the satisfaction of Krsna.
Verses 25-33
1. To satisfy the Supreme Lord, who is known as Yajna Purusa.
2. The brahmacari sacrifices sense gratification by controlling the mind, and he sacrifices hearing mundane topics by hearing only Krsna-katha.
3. Sacrifice of the sense objects through principles of restricted sense gratification. (Householders)
Sacrifice for self-realization (merging) through the Patanjali system of yoga. Sacrifice of one's possessions in charity (dravyamaya-yajna) Performance of severe austerities (tapomaya-yajna) Practicing the yoga of eightfold mysticism (astanga-yoga) Studying the Vedas (svadhyaya-yajna)
4. The common goal of all sacrifices is to control the senses with the aim of entering into the eternal kingdom of God, either merging into the impersonal Brahman or associating with the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna.
5. Sacrifice is meant to elevate one to the platform of knowledge. Without knowledge, sacrifice remains on the material platform. Real knowledge culminates in Krsna consciousness. Sacrifice performed in Krsna consciousness is transcendental activity.
Verses 34-42
1.
Submissiveness, service and inquiry.
10
2. The Mayavada idea that Krsna loses His own separate existence in His many expansions is based on material experience and is not applicable to the Absolute Truth. Absolute means that one plus one equals one and one minus one equals one. Krsna never loses His own identity and aii other living entities are eternally His fragmental parts.
3. Even the most sinful person will be able to cross the ocean of material miseries if he takes shelter of the boat of transcendental knowledge.
4. A person thrown in the middle of the ocean is in a helpless position, no matter how good a swimmer he may be. He needs to be rescued. Similarly, one may have many good material qualifications, but unless Krsna rescues one with the boat of transcendental knowledge, one will never be freed from the ocean of material miseries.
5.
A faithful person achieves transcendental knowledge and quickly attains the Supreme. A
doubter can never be happy, in this life or in the next.
Chapter Five
Verses 1-6
1. The goal of sankhya-yoga is to become detached from matter. The goal of karma-yoga is to attain Krsna.
2. Mayavadi sannyasis are engaged in study of sankhya and Vedanta and speculation, whereas Vaisnava sannyasis study the Srimad-Bhagavatam.
Mayavadis sannyasis cannot relish the transcendental loving service of the Lord, whereas Vaisnava sannyasis have multiple engagements in in devotional service.
Out of frustration, Mayavadi sannyasis sometimes fall down from the path of self-realization and again engage in material, so-called philanthropic activities, whereas Vaisnava sannyasis are happy in the discharge of their devotional service and are guaranteed entrance into the kingdom of God.
3. One who neither hates nor desires the fruits of his activities is a true sannyasi.
4. Mere renunciation of fruitive activities is not enough to purify the heart. Since everything belongs to Krsna, real renunciation means to use everything in the service of Krsna. Therefore, action in Krsna consciousness is superior to Mayavada so-called renunciation.
5. Work in devotion is the quickest, surest and blissful path to reach the supreme destination.
Verses 7-12
1. A Krsna conscious person is dear to everyone because he sees everyone as part and parcel of
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Krsna. Because he is always engaged in devotional service, his mind and senses are automatically controlled.
Arjuna was only superficially offensive in battle. A devotee is not affected by the actions of his senses.
2. the lotus leaf does not get wet, although it is situated in the water. Similarly, a devotee is not contaminated, although situated within his body, because his body is fully engaged in devotional service.
3. A devotee has no false ego because he does not identify with his body. He knows he belongs to Krsna and that his body also belongs to Krsna. Everything in his possession is dovetailed in Krsna's service.
4. A Krsna conscious person is attached to Krsna, whereas a body conscious person is attached to the results of his activities. A Krsna conscious person knows that all that exists is a product of Krsna's energy and that Krsna is all good. Consequently, a Krsna conscious person is situated on the platform of peace and fearlessness [whereas a body conscious person is always restless and full of fear].
5. When one is attached to Krsna and works for Him only, one is situated on the non-dual, absolute plane, wherein one perceives Krsna as all good and everything as Krsna's energy.  In such state of consciousness, there is no happiness or distress but only "unadulterated peace."
Verses 13-16
1. When becomes aloof from bodily activities by dint of taking up the process of Krsna consciousness.
2. The three modes of material nature.
3. The Supreme Lord how is full in all opulences.
4. As everything becomes illuminated by the rising of the sun, so the living entity becomes fully enlightened when he becomes Krsna conscious.
5. The living being who knows that all bodily activities are automatically carried out by the modes of material nature after those activities are sanctioned by the Supersoul, attains enlightenment through knowledge.
Verses 17-26
1.
In quality, the Supersoul and individual soul are the same: eternal, full of knowledge and
full of bliss.
However, the consciousness of the individual soul is limited to one particular body, whereas the Supersoul is conscious of all bodies.
The individual soul is present in one body, whereas the Supersoul is present in all bodies.
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2. A maha-bhagavata does not discriminate between living entities, and therefore he will treat a brahmana an a meat-eater equally. But a preacher will treat them differently, for the purpose of helping them progress on the path of Krsna consciousness.
3. By absorbing oneself fully in Krsna consciousness, one loses taste for inferior pleasures such as sex.
4. The living entities are suffering because of forgetfulness of Krsna. Therefore, the highest welfare work is to preach Krsna consciousness.
5. The senses are difficult to control, even for great sages who greatly endeavor to control them. But a devotee easily controls his senses by engaging them constantly in Krsna conscious activities.
Verses 27-29
1. Yama — prohibitions; niyamas — injunctions; asana — sitting exercises; pranayama — breathing exercises; pratyahara — withdrawing the senses; dharana — steadying the mind; dhyana — meditation; samadhi — trance, full absorption.
2. Ability to gain control over the senses/ freedom from fear and anger and ability to feel the Supersoul/ preparation for liberation in the Supreme.
3. Because of his full engagement in devotional service, a Krsna conscious person doesn't risk diverting his senses to material engagement.
4. To know Krsna as the beneficiary of all sacrifices and austerities, the supreme proprietor and the supreme friend of everyone.
5. A person situated in niskama karma-yoga in full consciousness of Krsna is liberated and attains peace from the material pangs.
Chapter Six
Verses 1-9
1. Sannyasa and yoga complement each other because a person can never become a yogi unless he renounces the desire for sense gratification. A perfect sannyasi or yogi has no self-interest. He only works for the satisfaction of the supreme whole.
2. Jnana-yoga, dhyana-yoga, bhakti-yoga
3. The beginning of the yoga ladder is called yogaruruksu, when one practices the rules and regulations and different sitting postures to enter into meditation.
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The highest rung is called yogarudha, when all disturbing mental activities have ceased and one is situated in complete meditation.
4. The purpose of yoga is to control the mind so that it can be focused on the Supersoul. When the mind is controlled, it can become subordinate to and take dictation from the Supersoul.
5. One who has conquered the mind is directly in touch with the Supersoul and becomes transcendental to material dualities. He sees everyone and everything equally and has nothing to do with mundane scholarship.
Verses 10-17
1.
A transcendentalist should:    - keep his mind always on Krsna
· always remain in seclusion and avoid disturbance by external objects

· accept favorable conditions reject unfavorable conditions for his practice of self-realization

· not hanker after unnecessary material things

· be free from feelings of possessiveness

2. Since Krsna is the highest realization of the Absolute Truth, a devotee knows Brahman and Paramatma also, whereas impersonalists and meditators are limited in their realization to their object of realization. A devotee also fulfills all the conditions required of a transcendentalist. (See answer to question no.l of this section)
3. The vow of brahmacarya is meant to help one abstain from sex indulgence in body, mind and words at all times, in all places, and under all circumstances.
4. The practice of yoga is meant to free one from material existence and take us to the eternal abode of the Lord.
5. Regulation in eating and sleeping is conducive to spiritual advancement, whereas overindulgence will block advancement.
Verses 18-32
1
As a lamp in a windless place does not waver, similarly, the transcendentalist whose
mind is controlled remains always steady in his meditation on the transcendent self.
2.
In the same way the little sparrow attracted the attention of Garuda by her determination
to dry up the ocean, the devotee who endeavors to practice the principles of bhakti-yoga will attract the help of the Lord.
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3. In the state of samadhi, one's mind is completely restrained from material thoughts, one sees the self by the pure mind and rejoices in the self. Thinking there is nothing greater to be gained, one never departs from the truth.
4. A true yogi     is free from material contamination
sees all beings in the Lord
engages in the worshipful service of the Supersoul knows that the Supersoul and Krsna are one remains always in Krsna in all circumstances
sees the true equality of all beings in both their happiness and distress (by dint of his personal experience: distress is due to forgetfulness of Krsna)
5.
A devotee fully in love with Krsna sees Krsna everywhere and everything in Krsna.
Verses 33-40
1. Srimad-Bhagavatam describes the people of Kali-yuga as lazy, short-lived, unintelligent, and always disturbed. How then can they go to a secluded place and practice the austere discipline of astanga-yoga? Five thousand years ago, Arjuna — who was so much more qualified than us — said that this process was too difficult for him. What to speak of us?
2. "Vairagya" refers to detachment from sense gratification.
"Paresanubhuti" refers to the spiritual satisfaction of by being attached to hearing about Krsna.
3. In order to control the mind, Krsna recommends "suitable practice" — the ninefold process of devotional service, and detachment — from matter. (This is accomplished by becoming attached to serving Krsna.)
4. Just as a small cloud, upon becoming separated from a big cloud, is blown away by the wind and becomes a nonentity in the vast sky, the unsuccessful yogi who loses his spiritual connection perishes, having no material assets to fall back on. (This is Arjuna's fear.)
5. The unsuccessful transcendentalist need not fear degradation. His advancement is to his eternal credit, and he will continue his practice from where he stopped.
Verses 41-47
1. He first goes to enjoy life on the heavenly planets, and then takes birth again on earth, in a rich or righteous family.
2. He takes birth in a family of transcendentalists.
3.
nehabhikrama-naso 'sti
pratyavayo na vidyate
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sv-alpam ару asya dharmasya trayate mahato bhayat
"In this endeavor there is no loss or diminution, and a little advancement on this path can protect one from the most dangerous type of fear." (Bg 2.40)
4. The story of Bharata Maharaja.
5. The word "bhajate," commonly translated as "worship," implies service. Thus bhakti-yoga, devotional service to the Supreme Lord, is the topmost yoga system and all other systems are yogas are only so many steps leading towards it. The perfection of bhakti-yoga is full absorption in the Lord's original form — Syamasundara.
Chapter Seven
Verses 1-5
1. "Tac chrnu" means "just try to hear." Arjuna is already listening to Krsna, but Krsna is saying these words to make sure that He has Arjuna's and our full attention before imparting knowledge upon us.
2. In the present context, "jnana" refers to material knowledge and "vijnana" refers to spiritual knowledge.
3. Out of many thousands of men, one may try to understand Brahman, and fewer will try to understand Paramatma.  And out of many thousands of persons situated on the Brahman platform, one may try and succeed in knowing Krsna. Such a person is a pure devotee.
4. "For material creation, Lord Krsna's plenary expansion assumes three Visnus. The first one, Maha-Visnu, creates the total material energy, known as the mahat-tattva. The second, Garbhodakasayi Visnu, enters into all the universes to create diversities in each of them. The third, Ksirodakasayi Visnu, is diffused as the all-pervading Supersoul in all the universes and is known as Paramatma. He is present even within the atoms. Anyone who knows these three Visnus can be liberated from material entanglement."
5. While trying to exploit the material nature, the living entity comes under the influence of the material energy and thus forgets himself.
Verses 6-12
1.
The material body develops because of the spirit soul within it. Similarly, the cosmic
body develops because of the presence of the Supersoul. Spirit is the cause of the manifestation of matter.
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2. Srila Prabhupada quotes the first verse of Brahma-samhita (isvarah paramah krsna) to support Krsna's statement in Bg 7.7. the Mayavadis quote from Svetasvatara Upanisad (3.10) to support their point of view that the Absolute Truth is impersonal. However, the word "arupam" simply means that the Lord has no material form.
3. Krsna is simultaneously one with and different from His energies. He is personally present as He is.  Simultaneously, He is impersonally present in the world through His energies. Therefore, both personalism and impersonalism apply to Krsna.
4. Krsna is the taste of water, the light of the sun and the moon, sound in ether, ability in man, the original fragrance of the earth, the heat in fire, the life of all that lives, the penance of all ascetics, the orininal seed of all existence, the intelligence of the intelligent, the prowess of the powerful, the strength of the strong, and sex life that is not contrary to religious principles.
5. The active principle of everything that exists is Krsna. Krsna is the root cause of all existence in the material world and its maintainer. [Or: Krsna is pointing out various fundamental things within this world, which are His energy. By remembering Krsna in this way, we will achieve the state of mayy asakta manah]
But He Himself is completely independent and aloof from the contamination of materia! nature.
Verses 13-19
1. The living entities are of the same eternal, spiritual nature as the Lord, but being marginal, some of them have become contaminated by the inferior material nature.  Such souls are described as nitya-baddha because no one can trace out the history of their conditioning.  The three modes of material nature are Krsna's energy, and therefore no one can escape their influence.
2. "Mam eva" means that only Krsna can free the living entities from the clutches of material nature.  Everyone else within the material world is under its influence.
3. "Mudhas" are grossly foolish persons who work hard like asses. Their life is centered around sense gratification and to achieve that goal, they toil day and night for the benefit of illusory masters.
"Naradhamas," "the lowest of mankind," are socially and politically developed but they have no religious principles.
"Mayayapahrta-jnanah" refers to those who knowledge has been stolen by illusion. They are materially learned scientists, poets, philosophers, etc., but they do not believe in the existence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
"Asurim bhavam asritah" are those who partake of the atheistic nature of demons. They are openly atheistic and give arguments against the existence of God, or support the views of impersonalists.
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4.
"Sukrtinah" refers to those who are pious, follow scripture, morality, social laws, and are
more or less devoted to the Lord.
Pure devotional service means to continuously render favorable loving service to the Lord without any material motivation or desire or any tinge of j nana or karma.
5.
All of the four types of pious persons who approach Krsna are dear to Him but the one
who approaches Him in knwledge ~ the jnani — is most dear to the Lord. This is because the
jnani does not approach the Lord with material desires. He is interested in devotional service.
Such a soul has realized Krsna's position after many births of searching for the truth. Such a
soul is very rare.
Verses 20-25
1. Hrtah — devoid of jnanah — knowledge. This means that people who are less intelligent worship the demigods for temporary things that are actually given by Krsna.
2. The Vedas recommend worship of various demigods to attain various material results. But this worship is meant to eventually elevate one to the worship of Krsna.
3. Because the demigods are of the same category as the living entities. As such, they are not independent.  Only the Lord can direct the living entities toward a certain demigod.
4.
Demigod worship is material and thus selfish. It only brings temporary results.
Devotional service is spiritual and thus selfless. It benefits one eternally.
5.
Less intelligent persons think that Krsna is impersonal and has only assumed His current
form and personality. Krsna's yogamaya covers these foolish men so that they can never know
Him.  Krsna can only be known by devotional service.
Verses 26-30
1. The sun appears to be covered by clouds, but actually it is only hidden from one's vision. The sun itself can never be covered.  Similarly, Krsna appears to be covered by maya, which is impossible.  Actually, He is only unmanifest to less intelligent persons.
2. Being contaminated by the dualities of desire and hate, the living entity envies the Lord and wants to become one with Him. He dwells in dualities of honor/dishonor, pain/pleasure, etc., and thinks in terms of I, me and mine.
3. Pure devotees can undertand that Krsna appears by His internal potencies, but those who are deluded by dualities arisen from desire and hate cannot. They think that the Lord is created by material energies.
4. "Mam asritya," "taking shelter of Me," means to perform Krsna conscious activities.
5. By associating with Krsna conscious persons throughout one's life.
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Chapter Eight
Verses 1-8
1. "Prayana kale" means "at the time of death." At the time of death the various bodily functions will be disrupted and it will be very difficult to think of Krsna. Therefore, Arjuna is inquiring how one can remember Krsna at the time of death.
2. This Vedic sacrifice is a detailed process for attaining the heavenly planets and enjoy life there. When the merits of the sacrifice are exhausted, its performer returns to earth through rain. He takes shelter in grains which are eaten by a man and transformed into semen, which impregnates a woman. Thus the living entity gets another human body to continue the cycle of sacrifice. But devotees don't engage in such sacrifices. Being directly engaged in devotional service, they prepare to go back to Godhead.
3.
"Adibhuta" refers to the material manifesetation or the ever changing physical nature.
"Adhidaiva" refers to the universal form of the Lord, which includes all the demigods.
"Adhiyajna" refers to the Supersoul as the enjoyer of sacrifices.
4. "Smaran" means "remembrance." A non-devotee cannot possibly remember Krsna. Therefore one has to practice remembering Krsna throughout one's life in Krsna consciousness
5. Whatever state of being one remembers at the time of death will determine one's next body. Therefore one should constantly practice remembering Krsna throughout one's life by chanting the Hare Krsna mantra.
Verses 9-13
1. The Supreme Lord is so inconceivably small that He can enter into the heart of the living entities who themselves are only one ten-thousandth the size of the tip of a hair. Moreover, He is all-pervading and is maintaining everything. Although pervading the material world, He is beyond it. These are the inconceivable features of the Lord.  An intelligent person should avoid speculating on them and accept the statements of sastra. In this way, he will understand things as they are.
2. "Yoga-balena" means "by the power of mystic yoga." It is not possible to remember Krsna at the time of death without practicing yoga throughout one's life, either sat-cakra-yoga (the process of placing one's life air between the eyebrows) or, preferably, bhakti-yoga.
3. Although the practice of sat-cakra-yoga is a bona fide method for attaining the Supreme, it is not practical in Kali-yuga. But one who fixes his mind on Krsna by chanting the Hare Krsna maha-mantra up to the time of his death will attain the supreme destination.
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4. According to the Vedic system, students are supposed to observe complete celibacy from the beginning of their student life, live with their spiritual master, vibrate om and learn about Brahman. Celibacy is essential for advancement in spiritual life. However, the social construction of the world has changed so much that it is no longer possible to practice celibacy from the beginning of student life. Therefore, Lord Caitanya has given the process for self-realization for this age of Kali: the chanting of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra.
5. The syllable om is identical with Brahman, and Brahman, being the effulgence of Krsna's transcendental body, is non-different from Krsna. As such, there is no difference between the syllable om and Krsna.
Verses 14-19
1. Santa-rasa — neutrality; dasya-rasa — servitorship; sakhya-rasa — friendship; vatsalya-rasa ~ parenthood; madhurya-rasa — conjugal love.
2. "Ananya cetah" means "without deviation of the mind." In pure devotional service the devotee is not interested in karma, jnana or any other yoga system discussed in previous chapters. This verse describes pure bhakti-yoga.
3. Bhakti-yoga is so simple that the devotee can chant Hare Krsna and remember Krsna at any time, at any place and in all circumstances.
4. Lord Brahma's lifetime is 311 billion and 40 billion years. This corresponds to one exhalation of Maha-Visnu. From the viewpoint of eternity, any number of years is as brief as a lightning flash.
5. The duration of the material universe is limited. Whether one is Brahma or an ant, one has to be annihilated, either during the partial annihilation which occurs at the end of Brahma's day, or at the end of Brahma's life.  After remaining in an unmanifest state for millions of years, one again comes into being when a new Brahma is born. In this way one endlessly rots in the material world, unless one takes to Krsna consciousness.
Verses 20-28
1. It is eternal, transcendental, supreme, and never annihilated. Having once attained it one never returns to this material world. It is ananda-cinmaya-rasa, full of spiritual bliss. The Brahma-samhita describes it as a place where all desires are fulfilled. It is known as Goloka Vrndavana and is full of palaces made of touchstone. There are also desire trees and surabhi cows and hundred of thousands of goddesses of fortune who serve the Lord who is known as Govinda. Krsna and His abode are non-different.
2. One who leaves his body during the influence of the fiery go, in light, at an auspicious moment of the day, during the fortnight of the waxing moon, or during the six months when the sun travels to the north attain the Supreme Brahman.
20
One who leaves his body during the smoke, the night, the fortnight of the waning moon, or the six months when the sun passes to the south reaches the moon planet again comes back.
When one passes from this world in light, he doesn't come back; but when one passes in darkness, he returns.
3.
Purusottama, Pradyumna, Sankarsana, Sridhara, Kesava, Madhava, Damodara, Vamana,
Nrsimha, Varaha.
4.
According to Baladeva Vidyabhusana, the word "kala" here refers to the presiding deity
of time.
5.
Devotees simply engage in the Lord's service and depend on the Lord's mercy for the
time, place and circumstances of their leaving their body.
Chapter Nine
Verses 1-5
1. "Idam jnanam" means "this knowledge." It refers to pure devotional service which consists of nine activities: sravanam, kirtanam, etc., Practicing these activities will purify the heart and lead to understanding the science of Krsna.
2. This knowledge is the king of knowledge because it is the essence of all philosophies.  It is the most confidential because it culminates in devotional service. Such knowledge is more confidential than the confidential knowledge of the difference between body and soul.
3.
Pavitram — purest: it destroys all sinful reactions at all stages of fructification.
Pratyaksavagamam — it gives direct perception of the self: one can directly perceive the
change in one's consciousness by chanting or other forms of devotional service.
Dharmyam — the perfection of religion: devotional service is so potent that even without performing various rituals prescribed in the Vedas, one can attain the highest perfection simply by association with great acaryas.
Su-sukham —joyfully performed: because it is so simple that anyone in any condition of life can perform it and be satisfied.
Avyayam — eternal: it continues after liberation in the Lord's abode.
Anasuyate — only understood by those who are non-envious.
4. Real faith is the complete conviction that simply by serving Krsna one can achieve all perfection. It is developed by association
5. Krsna can only be understood by devotional service. He is not perceivable through the gross material senses.
Although His energies are spread throughout the creation, He maintains His personal, separate existence.
Krsna's determination is actual fact — He creates at will.
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Verses 6-10
1. The sky is the biggest manifestation we can conceive of. And within the sky the wind (air) is the biggest manifestation in the cosmic world. Although great, the wind is always situated witin the sky. It doesn't extend beyond the sky. Similarly, all the wonderful cosmic manifestations are existing by the will of God, and all of them are subordinate to that supreme will. God remains aloof from everything, like the sky which is aloof from the activities of the wind.
2. As above or as described in the later verses of this chapter.
3. Creation, maintenance and annihilation of the cosmic creation are completely dependent on the will of the Lord.
The creation takes place to accommodate the desires of the various living entities. All species are created simultaneously.
4. "Udasina-vat"means "as neutral." Although the Lord has control over every detail of material activities, He is completely detached from everything.
5. As the smelling power of a person comes in contact with the fragrance of the flower without physical connection between the person and the flower, similarly the glance of the Supreme Lord in contact with material nature produces activity without physical connection between the Lord and material nature.
Verses 11-15
1.
Material bodies cannot perform the wonderful activities described in previous verses.
The Lord's body is sat-cid-ananda-vigraha.
One who surrenders to Krsna can easily get out of maya's grip (Bg 7.14). If this is the case, how can Krsna Himself be under maya's influence?
The Srimad-Bhagavatam describes how Krsna appeared as Vasudeva and Devaki's child, first in a four-armed form and then, at his parents' request, as an ordinary baby. Who can imitate such activities?
2. "Mudha" means foolish. Despite so much evidence to the contrary, foolish people still consider Krsna to be a human being.
3. As discussed in 1.
The Brahma-samhita declares Krsna to be the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The correct interpretation of SB 3.29.21 is that Krsna is present everywhere in His Paramatma form. Therefore, one should respect each and every body as the temple of the Lord.
4.
A mahatma is situated in the divine nature. He develops through association with other
mahatmas. He is not attracted to any form of the Lord except that of Krsna.
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5. A mahatma is always engaged in chanting the glories of the Lord, strictly follows the rules and regulations laid down by the previous acaryas, and he is exclusively engaged in the devotional service of the Lord.
Verses 16-25
1. Because all the components of a sacrifice are Krsna. Therefore, the Vedic sacrifices recommended in the karma-kanda section of the Vedas are also, in total, Krsna.
2. Because Krsna is the source of everything.
3. Through His different energies, Krsna manifests heat, rain, He gives the energy that sustains our life and He is death personified.
4. Many people are attracted to the Vedas without knowing the aim of the Vedas — Krsna. Consequently they attain the heavenly planets by their sacrifices, and when the result of their sacrifice is exhausted, they come back to earth.
5. Krsna's devotees are dear to Him. He personally maintains them.  Those who do not worship Krsna only attain the planets of their worshipable objects, but Krsna' devotees go to live with Him in the spiritual world.
Verses 26-34
1. It is the love in the offering that Krsna accepts from the devotee.
2. Niskama karma-yoga
3. A devotee who falls down is still to be considered to be saintly. No one should deride him.
4. By continuing to engage in the process of devotional service.
5. The answer to this question is not given in Srila Prabhupada's Bhagavad-gita purport.
Chapter Ten
Verses 1-7
1. One who is full in six opulences: beauty, strength, fame, wealth, knowledge and renunciation.
2. All the demigods were created within the material world, whereas Krsna is the source of creation.
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Although both the Lord and the living entities are described as "aja," unborn, the difference between Him and them is that they are changing their bodies because of material attachment, whereas the Lord never changes His body, even when He comes to this material world.
3. Real auspiciousness is to work in devotion under the guidance of Krsna.
4. "Asammoha" — freedom from doubt, is achieved by one who knows the transcendental philosophy.
"Satyam" — truthfulness — means to present facts as they are.
"Ksama" — tolerance — means that one should forgive offenses.
"Sama" — control of the mind -- means that one should restrain the mind from unnecessary thoughts.
"Ahimsa" — non-violence — means that one shouldn't put others in a miserable condition. It means preaching Krsna consciousness.
"Samata" — equanimity — refers to freedom from attachment and aversion.
5.
One who knows factually how God is great is able to perform devotional service to Him.
Verses 8-11
1.
Atharva Veda (Gopal Tapani Upanishad 1.24): "Krsna in the beginning instructed
Brahma in Vedic knowledge and disseminated Vedic knowledge in the past."
Narayana Upanishad (1) "Then the Supreme Personality Narayana desired to create living entities."
"From Narayana Brahma is born and from Narayana the patriarchs are also born. From Narayana Indra is also born. From Narayana the eight Vasus are born.
Brahmanyo devaku-putrah: "The son of Devaki, Krsna, is the Supreme Personality." (Narayana Up. (4))
2. Devotional service is like a seed which, if watered by hearing and chanting, will fructify. The spiritual plant will grow past the covering of the universe through the brahmajyoti into the spiritual planets and take shelter of Krsna' feet in Goloka Vrindaban.
3. "Buddhi" means "intelligence." Yoga is the linking process to the Supreme. When one tries to go back to Godhead and takes fully to Krsna consciousness, that is called buddhi-yoga.
4. By giving him the intelligence to come to Him, if the devotee is constantly engaged in loving devotional service.
5. One cannot understand Krsna through mental speculation. Krsna gives knowledge of Himself only to those who engage in devotional service.
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Verses 12-18
1.
The Kena Upanishad and the Mundaka Upanishad say that the Supreme Brahman is the
rest for everything and the Puranas.
All Vedas say that the Supreme Lord is the purest of the pure.
2. That Krsna is the Supreme Person, the origin of all, the Lord of all living beings and the universe and the Lord of the demigods.
3. So that the common men will be able to think of Krsna according to their capacity to understand things in relation to the material world.
4. A Vaisnava is always concerned about the welfare of others. As an ideal Vaisnava, Arjuna is asking Krsna to explain His opulences for the benefit of materialistic men.
5. Amrtam means nectar. Topics concerning the Lord are eternally nectarean, whereas material topics quickly grow stale.
Verses 19-38
1. Because both are unlimited
2. The word "vibhuti" indicates exceptional opulence.  Because it is not possible for Krsna to describe all His opulences to Arjuna, He describes only some of the most prominent ones.
3. "I am the Supersoul of all living beings."  As the body of the living entity exists because of the spiritual spark within, similarly the whoie cosmic creation takes place because of the presence of the Lord in His Paramatma feature.\
"Of the Adityas I am Visnu." There are twelve Adityas, of which Krsna is the principal.
"Of lights I am the radiant sun." The sun is the chief among all the luminaries in the sky, and it is accepted as the glowing eye of the Lord.
"Of Maruts I am Marici." Marici is the controlling deity of the fifty different kinds of wind blowing in the sky.
"Among the stars I am the moon." The stars are not suns but are similar to the moon, which is most prominent at night.
"In living beings I am the living force." Consciousness is what differentiates matter from spirit. That consciousness is Krsna.
"Of all the Rudras I am Lord Siva." There are eleven Rudras, of whome Sankara, Lord Siva, is predominant. He is the incarnation of the Supreme Lord in charge of the mode of ignorance in the universe.
"Of the Yaksas and Raksasas I am the lord of wealth." His name is Kuvera, and he is the treasurer of the demigods and a representative of the Supreme Lord.
"Of mountains I am Meru." Meru is a mountain famed for its rich natural resources.
"Of priests, О Arjuna, know Me to be the chief, Brhaspati." Brhaspati is the priest of Indra, and since Indra is the chief of the demigods, his priest is the chief priest.
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4.
Gayatri is a mantra written in poetic form according to the definite rules governing
Sanskrit poetry. It is especially meant for God realization and represents the Supreme Lord. It is
considered to be the sound representation of Brahman.
Brahma is its initiator, and it is passed down from him in disciplic succession.
5.
Svamsa — personal expansions (like Lord Balarama)
Vibhinnamsa — separated expansions
Verses 39-42
1. Without Krsna's energy, nothing can exist.
2. He understands them to represent Krsna's opulence.
3. "Asamurdhva" means that no one is equal or superior to Krsna.
4. All opulent and beautiful things spring from but a spark of Krsna's splendor.
Chapter Eleven
Verses 1-8
1. He addresses Krsna as such out of his joy that his friend Krsna occupies such a wonderful position as the source of the appearance and disappearance of the material creation and at the same time is aloof from it.
2. To establish Krsna's supreme position as the source of everything so that everyone else may be convinced.
To set a criterion for judging who is actually God.
Out of curiosity, after having heard from Krsna himself that He pervades and supports the entire universe with just a fragment of His splendor.
3. "Yogesvara" means "Lord of all mystic power." If the Lord so desires, He can reveal Himself, even though He is unlimited.
4. The universal form is a transcendental but temporary form manifested for the cosmic manifestation. It is not eternally situated in the spiritual sky like Krsna's other forms. It cannot be seen unless Krsna gives one the power to see it.
5. It is only by the grace of the Lord that one can see the Lord.
Devotees who are correctly situated in a transcendental relationship with Krsna are not interested in seeing the universal form. They are attracted to the loving features of the Lord, not by a godless display of opulence
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Verses 9-31
1. It has unlimited eyes and mouths; it is decorated with celestial ornaments and garlands; smeared with divine scents. Its radiance is like the simultaneous rising of hundreds of thousands of suns. The different parts of the universe are situated within it in one place.
2. The repeated use of the word "many" indicates that there was no limit to the number of hands, mouths, legs and other manifestations Arjuna was seeing.
3. Previously, Arjuna was relating to Krsna as a friend. But after seeing the universal form, Arjuna's feelings of friendship turned to wonder.
4. Arjuna's conclusion is that the universal form is frightening and bewildering to all.
5. The universal form is expanded everywhere and there is no beginning, middle or end to it. Its radiance is burning the entire universe. Its gaping mouths are devouring Arjuna's enemies. It is frightening and bewildering to both Arjuna and those from other planetary systems who saw it along with him.
Verses 32-34
1. The Katha Upanishad (1.2.25) explains that in His form of time, the Supreme Lord devours everyone like a meal, even the brahmanas.
2. By showing him that He had already killed Arjuna's opponents.
3. "Nimitta matram" means "just become an instrument." The Lord has His plan and the insignificant living entities are meant to follow that plan by accepting the role assigned to them by the Lord.
4. The Lord's plan (to get the conditioned souls back to Godhead) can be understood by His mercy and through His devotees, whose plans are as good as the Lord's.
5. "A person in full Krsna consciousness who devotes his life to the Lord's transcendental service is perfect.
Verses 35-46
1. Arjuna's prayers are full of awe and reverence. His mood has changed from friendship to wonder.
2. "Mahatma" means that Krsna is "most magnanimous and unlimited."
"Ananta" indicates that everything is covered by the influence and energy of the Supreme Lord.
"Devesa" means that Krsna is the controller of all demigods and is above them all.
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"Aksaram" means that the Lord is beyond the destruction of the material world.
3. "Nidhanam" — refuge — means that everything, even the Brahman effulgence, is resting on the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna.
4. The main point is that the relationship between the Lord and the living entity is fixed eternally. Arjuna's relationship with Krsna is one of friendship, and Arjuna cannot forget it, although he is now asking forgiveness for his informal attitude before knowing of Krsna's awesome power.
5. A spiritual master cannot teach transcendental subject matters unless he is connected to Krsna, because Krsna is the original teacher of the Vedas and Bhagavad-gita. The disciplic succession starts with Him and any bona fide spiritual master must be a descendant in that line.
Verses 47-55
1. No one saw the universal form before Arjuna. But the devotees in the heavenly planets and outer space saw it along with Arjuna.
2. In this context, "divine vision" means the vision of the demigods. A demigod is someone who possesses a divine nature   That means a devotee.
3.
"Saumya rupah" means Krsna's beautiful two-armed form.
"Manusam rupam" means Krsna's beautiful human-like form.
"Su-durdarsam" means that Krsna's form is very difficult for ordinary persons to see. One must be a pure devotee to see it.
4.
The word "su-durdarsam" indicates that Krsna's two-armed form is superior to all other
forms. It is the most confidential.
When Krsna resided in the womb of Devaki, the demigods waited to see Him in His two-armed form, because they knew that form was the most confidential.
Krsna changes from the universal form to the four-handed form of Narayana and then to His own natural two-handed.  This means that all other forms are emanations from the original two-handed form.
There are many references in Bhagavad-gita, Srimad-Bhagavatam, Brahma-samhita and Gopal Tapani Upanishad that describe the two-armed form of Krsna to be sat-cid-ananda and the basis of everything, including Brahman, Paramatma and all other incarnations and expansions of Godhead.
5.
The two-handed form of Shyamasundar is the only object of love for the pure devotees,
whose only aspiration is to engage in His service wherever they may be.
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Chapter Twelve
Verses 1-7
1.
The personalists, who engage in the service of the Supreme Lord.
The impersonalists, who engage in meditating on the impersonal Brahman.
2.
Chapter 2: The living entity is a spiritual spark and the Absolute Truth is the spiritual
whole.
Chapter 7: The living entity is part and parcel of the Supreme whole and one should transfer his attention fully to that whole. (7.1, 7.5, 7.6)       Also see 7.1. and 7.19.
Chapter 8: Anyone who quits his body thinking of Krsna alone, is at once transferred to His abode.       (See 8.7. and 8.14.)
Chapter 6: The topmost yogi is the devotee.   (6.47.)
Chapter 11 : One should concentrate on the two-handed form of Syamasundara. (11.55)
3. The process of impersonal realization entails controlling the senses by ceasing the activities of seeing, hearing, tasting, working, etc.. When one perceives the Supersoul within the individual soul, one comes to understand that the Supreme Soul is present everywhere. Then, understanding that the soul is not the body, one gives up envying other living entities.
4. If one puts a letter into a mailbox, the letter will be taken to its destination. But if one puts a letter into a box that looks like a mailbox but is not registered with the post office, it will not reach its destination. Similarly, worship of the deity in the temple that is according to guru and sastra is authorized. But if one worships a statue according to one's mental concoction, that worship will not be accepted by the Supreme.
5. One should simply give up all other processes for self-realization and take fully to the process of devotional service. In this way one will attain all perfection, and the Lord will personally take such a devotee back to His abode.
Verses 8-12
1. Being engaged in Krsna's devotional service, the devotee has a direct relationship with the Lord. Therefore, his position is transcendental from the beginning. When he chants Hare Krsna, Krsna is directly dancing on his tongue, and when he offers foodstuffs to the Lord, the Lord directly accepts them.
2. One has to practice the regulative principles of bhakti-yoga under the guidance of an expert spiritual master. One should rise early in the morning, take bath, enter the temple and offer prayers, chant Hare Krsna, offer flowers to the Deity, cook for the Deity and so on. One should constantly hear Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam from the pure devotees. This is the process for awakening our dormant love for Krsna.
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3. The essence is to fix one's mind and intelligence on Krsna. "Always remember Krsna and never forget Him." If one cannot do that, one should practice the regulative principles of bhakti-yoga and increase one's desire and ablility to remember Krsna. If one cannot do that, then one should work for Krsna. If one cannot do that, one should surrender the results of one's work for some good cause. And if one is unable to do even that, the he should cultivate knowledge or meditation.
4. 12.11 refers to punya — merely giving up the result of some work, whereas 12.10 refers to karma-yoga, either sakama or niskama.
5. The different stages of the indirect process for reaching the Supreme are renunciation, then cultivation of knowledge, meditation, understanding the Supersoul and, finally, understanding Krsna.
Verses 13-16
1. A pure devotee is not disturbed in any circumstance. He is never envious of anyone. He tolerates suffering, has no enemies, doesn't identify with his body, is free from false ego, satisfied with whatever comes by the grace of the Lord. He is fixed on the instructions of the spiritual master. His senses are controlled. He is determined. He is not swayed by false arguments.
2. The devotee thinks: "This person is my enemy because of my past misdeeds.  So it is better to tolerate than to protest." When suffering comes, the devotee thinks:" because of my past misdeeds I am suffering. But actually I should be suffering much more. By the mercy of the Lord I am getting only a little."
3. Different individual answers
4. A materialist is happy when he enjoys sense gratification and unhappy when he doesn't and when he sees others enjoy. He is fearful when expecting some retaliation from an enemy. He is dejected when he cannot execute something.
A devotee is equipoised in happiness and distress. He has no conception of enemy and others cannot put him in anxiety. He is transcendental to all disturbances.
5.
A pure devotee is not envious, he is kind to all living entities, doesn't think himself the
proprietor, is equipoised, tolerant, self-satisfied, self-controlled, and he engages in devotional
service with determination. He is pure, expert and doesn't strive for results.
Verses 17-20
1.
He is not anxious to get a son or disciple and not disturbed by not getting them. He is
transcendental to all auspicious, inauspicious and sinful activities. He is prepared to accept all risks for the satisfaction of the Supreme Lord.
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2.
A devotee is patient ~ he remains transcendental to the dualities of material existence.
A devotee is silent — he only speaks about Krsna.
A devotee is detached — he doesn't care for palatable foodstuffs or luxurious accommodation.  He is happy in all situation.
A devotee is fixed — in determination and knowledge.
3. The "mauna" of the impersonalists is troublesome and without positive results. One who speaks only about Krsna, however, automatically refrains from mundane talk and his tongue is controlled.
4. Bhakti is the best process for self-realization because Krsna can only be known by pure devotional service.  Other processes may be beneficial in the beginning, but they do not lead one to the ultimate goal — a loving relationship with the Supreme Lord.  Such processes are merely so many steps on the path of self-realization.
Chapter Thirteen
Verses 1-7
1. "Ksetra" means the field, the body. "Ksetrajna" means the knower of the field — the soul and the Supersoul.
2. Since the body of the living entity is supplied by material nature — which is the energy of the Lord — the Lord is the real proprietor of the living entity's body, not the living entity himself.
The living entity knows the pains and pleasures of his own body only, whereas the Lord is conscious of all bodies.
The living entity tries to control material nature, but the Lord is the factuai controller of both material nature and the living entity.
3. The enjoyment of the living entity is conditioned by the mode of material nature the living entity has acquired through his present body and by his level of realization.
4. Prakrti is the inferior energy of the Lord.
The living entity is trying to be the enjoyer, purusa, but the factual enjoyer is the Lord. The Lord is isvara, the supreme controller of both material nature and the living entities.
5.
"The five great elements (earth, water, fire, air and ether) are a gross representation of
the false ego, which in turn represents the primal stage of false ego technically called the
materialistic conception, or "tamasa-buddhi," intelligence in ignorance. This, further, represents
the unmanifested stage of the three modes of material nature. The unmanifested modes of
material nature are called pradhana."
Verses 8-13
1.        The real process of knowledge is not the interaction of the field of activity (the 24 elements) but the means to get out of it. The process of knowledge terminates in unalloyed
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devotional service to the Lord. All the qualities described in verses 8-12 automatically develop within a person who takes to devotional service in full Krsna consciousness under the guidance of a bona fide spiritual master.
2.
Humility means that one should not be anxious to have the satisfaction of being honored
by others.
Non-violence means that one should not put others in distress. Since Krsna consciousness is the only means to permanently relieve distress, to not preach constitutes violence.
Tolerance means that one should be practiced to hear honor and dishonor from others.
Simplicity means that one should be without diplomacy — one should be so straightforward that he can disclose the real truth even to an enemy.
3.
Cleanliness is two-fold: external and internal. External cleanliness entails taking bath at
least twice a day, and internal cleanliness entails chanting the Hare Krsna maha-mantra (ceto
darpana-marjanam).
Steadiness means that one should be determined to make progress in spiritual life. Absence of false ego means to know one's identity as spirit soul, part and parcel of Krsna.
4. A Krsna conscious family centers its activities around the chanting of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra, accepting remnants of foodstuffs offered to Krsna, discussing the scriptures and engaging in Deity worship. If one can mold his life in this way, there is no need to renounce family life.
5. In this chapter, the Lord has already explained the field of activities, the knower of the field, and the process of knowing the knower of the field. Now He begins to explain the knowable. It has already been mentioned in chapter two that the living entity is unborn, beginningless and full of knowledge. This is confirmed in scriptures such as the Katha Upanisad and the Svetasvatara Upanisad. Therefore, the brahman mentioned in verse 13 undoubtedly refers to the living entity.
Verses 14-19
1. The Supersoul is all-pervading, as confirmed in Brahma-samhita (5.37). The living entity, however, cannot claim to have his hands, legs, eyes, ears, heads and faces everywhere. The idea that the living entity will realize that he is all-pervading when he comes out of illusion is contradictory. The unlimited cannot be covered by illusion. That means the living entity is not supreme, and therefore verse 14 refers to the Supersoul.
2. "Nirguna" means without material qualities.
3. When the activities of the senses are exhibited through matter, the senses are understood to be material. When the senses are uncovered by the material elements they are understood to be spiritual.
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4. "The Supreme Lord walks and does not walk. He is far away, but He is very near as well. He is within everything, and yet He is outside of everything." (Iso.5)
5. There are two knowers: the individual soul and the Supersoul the individual knows what goes on within his field of activities (his body) and the Supersoul knows what goes on everywhere.
The knowable is the Supreme Lord.
The process of knowledge comprises nineteen items which need not be cultivated by separate endeavor. If one engages in devotional service under the guidance of a bona fide spiritual master, all the components of knowledge will manifest in his person.
Verses 20-25
1. The eighty-four lakhs species of life are compared to residential quarters in which material nature places the the living entities according to their desires and activities.
2. The consciousness of the living entity is influenced by the three modes of material nature. It is due to association of these modes that the living entity transmigrates from one body to another.
3. Paramatma is present in each and every body as the witness, overseer, permitter and supreme enjoyer. He is transcendental and distinct from the atma.
4. One can realize the Supersoul in three ways:
· through meditation - persons thus engaged, if they are pure in consciousness, become transcendentally situated when they discover the Supersoul within themselves.

· through cultivation of knowledge — this is the process adopted by Sankhya philosophers who analyze this material world into twenty-four elements and the individual soul as the twenty-fifth item. When they understand the soul to be different from matter, they understand that above the individual soul is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, whom they describe as the twenty-sixth element.  In this way they gradually come to the point of devotional service.

· through working without fruitive desires — by doing so one gets a chance to advance to the platform of devotional service in Krsna consciousness.

5.
The living entity is eternal and transcendental, but because he tries to enjoy separately
from the Lord in association with the three modes of material nature, he transmigrates from one
body to another according to his desires and activities. Within each and every body, the
Supersoul resides as the Supreme Enjoyer, Overseer and Permitter. Although He doesn't
interfere with the living entity's minute independence, the Supersoul is continually offering
guidance from within and without to the bewildered living entity so that he may again take
shelter of the spiritual energy and thus become truly happy.
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Verses 26-35
1.
In this age, the recommended process for transcending material existence is to hear from
and serve an authoritative person.
2..        The turning point in the living entity's sojorn through the material world is the good association of enlightened persons and the acceptance of a spiritual master.
3. The mind is addicted to sense gratification and is constantly trying to pull one down deeper into trying to enjoy material nature. But if one sees the Supersoul everywhere and in everyone, the mind will remain detached from sense enjoyment.
4. As the sun, although situated in one place, illumines the entire universe, so the soul, although situated in one place in the heart of the living entity, illuminates the whole body by consciousness.
5. One who knows the distinction between the body, the owner of the body and the Supersoul and recognizes the process of liberation can attain the supreme destination with the help of the spiritual master.
Chapter Fourteen
Verses 1-4
1. To attain qualitative equality with the Lord means to become free from the repetition of birth and death. It doesn't mean losing one's identity as an individual soul.
2. Because scorpions lay their eggs in piles of rice, ignorant persons think that scorpions are born from rice.  Similarly, people think that material nature is the cause of the living entity, whereas it is the Lord who actually impregnates the living entities into material nature.
3. Everything that takes place is due to the combination of ksetra and ksetra jna, the body and the spirit soul, by the will of the Lord.
4. Because the whole material world is impregnated with living entities who come out in various forms at the time of creation according to their past deeds.
Verses 5-18
1. The living entities are conditioned by the three modes of material nature which induce them to act in a certain way. This is the cause of the varieties of happiness and distress.
2. The mode of goodness is characterized by wisdom and happiness. The Vedic literature states the mode of goodness means greater knowledge and a greater sense of happiness. This
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happiness is due to the fact the mode of goodness frees one from sinful reactions. But the mode of goodness conditions one to think that he is better than others. In this way one is bound.
3.
The mode of passion is characterized by unlimited desires and intense longings for sense
gratification, both gross and subtle.
In order to enjoy, one has to work hard. In this way one becomes associated with the fruits of his activities and becomes bound by such activities.  Modern civilization is the epitomy of such mentality.
4. The mode of ignorance is the opposite of the mode of goodness. A person in ignorance cannot understand what is what. He becomes mad and more and more degraded. He is lazy, both spiritually and materially. He is always dejected and addicted to intoxicants and sleeping.
5. After death, a person in the mode of goodness reaches the higher planets where great sages and devotees live, whereas a person in the mode of passion remains among those engaged in fruitive activities. Those in ignorance are degraded to lower species of life.
6. By cultivation of spiritual knowledge, one first rises to the level of Brahman realization, which is transcendental to the material situation but not perfection. From the level of Brahman realization, one can gradually rise to the level of Paramatma realization.  If one doesn't rise to the next level, there is a chance of falling back into the material world. From the Paramatma stage of realization, one can go up to the level of realizing the Supreme Personality of Godhead. However, an easier process for self-realization is the direct method of engaging in devotional service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead under the guidance of a bona fide spiritual master.
Verses 19-27
1. By understanding his spiritual position, his material body, his senses, how he is entrapped and how he is under the spell of the material modes of nature. This understanding comes from the spiritual master who instructs one in devotional service.
2. "Dehi" means "embodied." Although one is within this material body, by his advancement in spiritual knowledge he can be freed from the influence of the modes of nature.
3. He does not hate illumination, attachment and delusion when they are present or long for them when they disappear.
He is unwavering and undisturbed through all the reactions of the material qualities, remaining neutral and transcendental, knowing that the modes alone are active. He is situated in the self and regards alike happiness and distress. He looks upon a lump of earth, a stone and a piece of gold with an equal eye. He is equal toward the desirable and the undesirable. He is steady, situated equally well in praise and blame, honor and dishonor. He treats alike both friend and enemy. (7)
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4. In the same way the gold particles are part and parcel of the gold mine, the living entities are part and parcel of the Supreme Lord.
5. Full engagement in devotional service with unfailing determination.
6. When the materially conditioned living entity begins to cultivate spiritual knowledge, he elevates himself from the position of material existence and gradually rises up to the Brahman conception of the Supreme. Attainment of the Brahman conception of life is the first stage in self-realization. The next stage is Paramatma realization and then Bhagavan realization. However, by engaging in devotional service in full Krsna consciousness, one is immediately situated on the transcendental platform. Devotional service starts with the practice of hearing, chanting and remembering Krsna in the association of devotees.
Chapter Fifteen
Verses 1-5
1. When a tree is reflected in water, the reflection appears upside down — branches downward and roots upward. But the reflected tree has no substance. It is simply, a shadow of the real tree. The material world is compared to a banyan tree whose roots grow upward and branches downward. The roots grow upward because they begin from Brahmaloka, the topmost planet of the universe. For one engaged in fruitive activities, there is no end to the banyan tree, and therefore the living entities entangled in material existence endlessly wander from branch to branch of the insubstantial reflection of the spiritual world.
2. The impersonalists view this material world as being false, with no other reality than the impersonal Brahman. Thus, their process of extrication from matter is simply detachment from everything.
The devotees, however, know that the material world is a reflection of the spiritual world, and thus they detach themselves from material illusion by becoming attached to spiritual reality.
3. A reflection cannot exist independently.  If the tree of material existence is only a reflection, then the reality, the source of the reflection, must also have everything the reflection has.  Since there is so much variety in the material world, at least the same variety must be there in the spiritual world.
4. The word "asanga" means detachment. One must learn detachment from sense enjoyment by discussing spiritual science based on authoritative scriptures, and one must hear from persons who are situated in knowledge.
5. Giving up pride is a prerequisite to the surrendering process. Pride is due to the illusion of thinking oneself the lord of the world. When one becomes free from such false notion, one becomes free from all the false associations caused by familial, social and national affections. After this stage, one has to develop spiritual knowledge and cultivate the understanding of what is his own and what is not. Getting to know things as they are, one becomes free from dualities.
36
When one is thus situated in full knowledge, then it is possible for him to surrender to the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Verses 6-11
1. By becoming attached to the devotional service of the Lord. This is accomplished through association with devotees dedicated to Krsna consciousness.
2. The words "paramam mama" refer to the opulence of the Lord's abode, which is illuminated not by the sun, moon or electricity, but by the internal potency of the Supreme Lord.
3. The word "karsati" means "struggling." It refers to the conditioned souls who are grappling hard with the iron shackles of the mind and false ego that are binding him to material existence. "Karsati," "struggle for existence," also refers to the process of transmigration from one body to another.
"Mamaivamsah" means "fragmental parts and parcels of the Supreme Lord." These fragments are not material, like some material broken part.
They are "sanatanah," eternal. As such they cannot be cut into pieces and joined together again. Even in the liberated condition, they remain a fragmental part of the Lord, qualitatively one with Him, like the gold particles in the gold mine.
4. The Madhyandinayana-sruti states that when a living entity gives up this material embodiment and enters into the spiritual world, he revives his spiritual body, and in his spiritual body he can see, hear and speak to the Supreme Personality of Godhead face to face.
5. As the air carries aromas, the subtle body of the living entity carries the living entity's different conceptions of life from one gross body to the next at the time of death.
6. The living entity's consciousness is originally pure, but in association with the three modes of material nature, it develops a certain type of mentality which carries one to various species of material existence. Thus, one endlessly wanders within the material world, lifetime after lifetime. Only a jnana-caksusah, a person trained in knowledge, can understand how things are taking place.
Verses 12-15
1. The sun, moon and fire are primary necessities for existence in the material world. We depend on them for heat, light and the production of foodstuffs. By remembering that these important things are emanating from Krsna, one can provoke Krsna consciousness in the conditioned soul.
2. The planets would have no basis for staying in orbit. They would scatter and perish. The vegetables would die. Mankind could not survive.
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3. The Supreme Brahman is situated as the fire of digestion within the bodies of the living entities. Since there is no question of eating without digesting, it is by the grace of the Lord that the living entity is enjoying life.
4. Paramatma is situated within everyone's heart, and from Him come knowledge, remembrance and forgetfulness. He follows the living entity from one body to the next and gives him the intelligence to renew his work where he ended his last life.
5. The Lord is worshipable by the conditioned soul because He does everything for him: He is the supplier and digester of foodstuff, the witness of his activity, the giver of knowledge in the form of Vedas, the teacher of Bhagavad-gita. Being all-good and all-merciful, He is worthy of our worship.
6. That Krsna is the goal of the Vedas is confirmed in Vedanta-sutra (1.1.4): "tat tu samanvayat."
Verses 16-20
1.
There are two classes of living entities: ksara, fallible and aksara, infallible. When the
living entities are in contact with the material world they are called fallible, and when they are in
oneness with the Supreme Personality of Godhead they are called infallible.
2.
The word uttama indicates that no one can surpass the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
The word loke signifies "in the paurusa agama (the smrti scriptures)."
3. Whoever knows Krsna as the Supreme Personality of Godhead without doubt knows everything. Knowledge of Krsna is acquired through submissive aural reception from Krsna's representatives.
4. The word "bhajati," means to render devotional service to the Supreme Lord. To be fully engaged in devotional service is a sign that one has understood the purport of all Vedic knowledge.
Krsna addresses Arjuna as "anagha, " "sinless one," to indicate that unless one is free from all sinful reactions it is very difficult to understand Krsna. However, devotional service is so pure and potent that once engaged in it a person automatically comes to the stage of sinlessness.
5. Weakness of the heart, manifested as the desire to lord it over material nature and attachment to matter and the possession of matter.
6. Purusottama-yoga, the yoga of the Supreme Person, is the process by which one gets to understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead and come to the point of engaging in pure devotional service to Him.
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Chapter Sixteen
Verses 1-6
1.
The word abhijatasya refers the qualities or tendencies one is born with.  In order to get a
child endowed with divine qualities, one should observe the garbhadhana-samskara before conceiving.
Sixteen qualities of a godly person (only ten are required for the answer):
Fearlessness — full dependence on the mercy of the Lord. Especially sannyasis.
Purification of one's existence ~ by following the rules and regulations of one's
particular status of life (grhastha, sannyasi, etc.,).
Engagement in cultivation of knowledge — both hearing and distributing it.
Charity — fifty percent of one's income should be given for the propagation of the
Krsna consciousness movement.
Self-control — especially in regard to sex life.
Sacrifice — the best one in this age is sankirtana-yajna.
Vedic study — especially for brahmacaris.
Austerity — of the body, mind and tongue; especially for vanaprasthas.
Non-violence — not arresting the progressive life of any living entity simply for the
satisfaction of one's palate.
Truthfulness — not distorting the truth for some personal interest. One should not
interpret sastra according to his own whim.
Checking anger —meaning one should be tolerant
Not finding fault with others or correcting them unnecessarily.
Determination — one should not be agitated or frustrated in some attempt.
Vigor, strength — especially for ksatriyas. Ksatriyas should not pose as non-violent.
Cleanliness — not only of mind and body, but in one's dealings also. Especially for
vaisyas (no dealings in black market).
Not expecting honor — especially for sudras.
3. Pride, arrogance, conceit, anger, harshness, ignorance are demoniac qualities.
4. A person who is performing the regulative principles of his varna and ashrama is considered to be transcendentally situated.
5. A person of divine mentality leads a life regulated by the injunctions of scriptures, whereas a demoniac person acts according to his own whims.
Verses 7-15
1.
According to Manu-samhita, a woman should never be given independence but should
always be protected by either her father, husband or grown-up son. Modern society, however, is encouraging the emancipation of women by artificially declaring the equality of male and female genders.
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2. The demoniac view is that there is no creator. The creation has taken place through chance actions and reactions. It has no cause other than lust, and it is ultimately unreal, like a dream.
3. Modern civilization is based on sense gratification. Persons are willing to work hard and earn money even by illegal means in order to satisfy their cravings for wealth, women, and intoxication. Because they do not recognize a supreme controller, they feel free to do anything for sense enjoyment, regardless of the consequences. Being proud and arrogant, they try to manipulate material nature according to their whims, disregarding her laws, and concoct their own system of religion, which is simply increasing their desire for wealth and women. In this way they glide down to hell.
4. The demoniac person thinks himself to be the wealthiest, most powerful person, the lord of all he surveys, and he is always scheming how to increase his wealth and influence. He thinks himself to be fully in control of his destiny.
5. Demoniac persons reject the existence of God. They believe that the world is unreal and that their only business in life is to gratify their senses by whatever means they can concoct. Because of such mentality, they are in constant anxiety. Being too strongly attached to sense enjoyment, they spoil their human form of life and fall down to hell.
Verses 16-20
1. The term moha-jala, litterally "network of illusion," is used to illustrate the position of demons. Like fishes caught in a net, they are caught up in their own phantasmagoria and have no means to come out of it.
2. Demoniac preachers mislead people into thinking that there is no standard path of religion and that whatever path one can create is his own path. "We are all God." "God is dead." "Whatever you like you can do."
3. An example of avidhi purvakam endeavor is that of Ravana, who prepared a staircase supposedly leading to the heavenly planets. The idea was to by-pass the Vedic sacrifices enjoined for the attainment of higher planets.
4. The result of demoniac disposition is that after death one is put again and again into the wombs of demons (hunters in the jungle). Gradually, after many such births, one is cast into the bodies of cats, dogs and hogs.
5. The demons are not bereft of the Lord's mercy. The Lord has no hatred for anyone. Having reached the bottom of the evolutionary scale, the living entity will again get a chance to climb up again. Sometimes, demons are killed by the Lord personally, and this is exceptional mercy, since anyone killed by the Lord achieves liberation.
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Verses 21-24
1. Lust, anger and greed are the three gates to hell. When one's lust is unsatisfied, one becomes angry and greedy, and in this way one gradually glides down to hell.
2. By following the rules and regulations of the varnasrama system, one is automatically raised to the highest platform of self-realization. Then liberation can take place.
3. The term sastra-vidhi refers to the direction of the sastra, which is given to the different castes and orders of human society for gradual elevation to Krsna consciousness.
To act whimsically, in violation of those rules, is called karma-karatah.
4.
All the rules and regulations of the Vedas are meant for understanding Krsna. A person
in Krsna consciousness, who is directly engaged in devotional service, is understood to have
already studied the Vedas. For ordinary persons, however, what is to be done and what is not to
be done is to be decided by the Vedic injunctions, and followed without argument. In this way,
one will gradually be elevated to pure Krsna consciousness.
Chapter Seventeen
Verses 1-6
1. One's faith can be in goodness, in passion or in ignorance. One can change his position ot a higher mode of nature by association with a bona fide spiritual master, which entails following his instructions and the scriptures.
2. Originally the living entity is nirguna, without material qualities. But when he comes in contact with material nature, he identifies with a particular mode. Depending on the material mode in which a person is situated, his faith will accordingly be. And according to one's type of faith, one will choose a certain type of religion. Material goodness is not pure. It is subject to being contaminated by the two lower modes. The only way to cleanse oneself from the contamination of the three modes is to take to the path of self-realization.
3.
Persons in the mode of goodness worship the demigods, those in passion worship the
demons, and those in ignorance worship ghosts and spirits.
4. Persons who concoct their own penances and austerities for material gain are called demons and will remain demons lifetime after lifetime, unless they take shelter of a spiritual master who can direct them to the path of Vedic wisdom.
5. Freedom of faith — analyze the pros and cons.
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Verses 7-13
1.
Those in the mode of goodness prefer foods that are juicy, fatty, wholesome and pleasing
to the heart.  Such foods increase the duration of life, purify one' existence and give strength,
health, happiness and satisfaction.
Those in passion prefer foods that are too bitter, too sour, salty, hot, pungent, dry and burning.  Such foods cause distress, misery and disease.
Those in ignorance prefer food that is not fresh (cooked more than three hours before being eaten), tasteless, decomposed and putrid, and remnants of such foods. Such foods increase infection and disease.
2. The purpose of food is to keep body and soul together.
3. Remnants of foods offered to the Lord and to saintly persons are not in the mode of ignorance. They are transcendental to the three modes, because they have been prepared by the injunctions of the scripture and offered to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Such foods are antiseptic and palatable, and everyone should eat them.
4. Sacrifices performed according to the directions of scriptures, out of duty and without desire for reward, are in the mode of goodness. Such sacrifices place one in the mode of goodness.
Sacrifices performed for some material benefit or for the sake of pride are in the mode of passion.
Sacrifices performed without regard for the directions of scripture, without distribution of prasadam, without chanting of Vedic hymns and remunerations to the priests and without faith are in the mode of ignorance. They produce a demoniac mentality and do not benefit human society.
Verses 14-22
1.
Worship of the Supreme Lord, the brahmanas, the spiritual master, and superiors like the
father and mother.
Cleanliness, simplicity, celibacy and nonviolence.
2. Speaking truthful, pleasing, and beneficial words that are not agitating to others. Regularly reciting Vedic literature.
3. Satisfaction, simplicity, gravity, self-control and purification of one's existence.
4.
Austerities i the mode of goodness are performed for the sake of the Supreme, without
expecting material benefits.
Austerities in passion are performed out of pride and for the sake of gaining respect, honor and worship.
Austerities in ignorance are performed out of foolishness, with self-torture or to destroy or injure others. (Hiranyakasipu)
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5.
Charity in the mode of goodness is given out of duty, at the proper time and place, to a
worthy person and without expectation of return.
Charity in passion is given with the expectation of some return or fruitive result, or in a grudging mood.
Charity in ignorance is given at an impure place, at an improper time, to unworthy persons, or without proper attention and respect (even to a worthy person).
The only charity worth giving is the one in goodness.
Verses 23-28
1.
The words от tat sat are a symbolic representation of the Absolute Truth, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. The word от is an indication of the Supreme, tat means "that," and sat
means "eternal." They are used by brahmanas (starting with Lord Brahma)
while chanting Vedic hymns and during sacrifices for the satisfaction of the Supreme.
2.
Rg Veda — от, Chandogya Upanisad (6.8.7) — tat, and (6.2.1) — sat.
"These supreme words от tat sat are thus used in many ways to perfect all activities and make everything complete."
3. The purpose of all charities, penances and austerities is to return back home, back to Godhead.
4. The wordsprasaste karmani, "prescribed duties," refer to purificatory processes beginning from the time of conception up to the end of one's life.
The words sad-bhave and sadhu-bhave indicate the transcendental situation. Acting in Krsna consciousness is called sattva, and one who is fully conscious of the activities of Krsna consciousness is called a sadhu.
5.
Anything done without faith in the Supreme is useless. Everything should be done for the
Supreme in Krsna consciousness. No one can achieve success without following this principle.
Although there is a gradual process of elevation, the best thing is to directly take up the path of
Krsna consciousness in the association of pure devotees.
Chapter Eighteen
Verses 1-6
1. Arjuna addresses Krsna as "Hrsikesa, the master of the senses, who can always help us attain mental serenity," because he wants Him to summarize His teachings in such a way that Arjuna can remain equipoised. His calling Krsna Kesi-nisudana means that he wants Him to kill the demons of doubt within him.
2. Sannyasa means to give up activities based on material desires or, in other words, the fruitive mentality.
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Tyaga means to give up the results of all activities.
Since real renunciation means to give up the fruitive mentality, not the activity itself, there is no difference between sannyasa and tyaga.
3. The controversy is about whether fruitive activities — including acts of sacrifices, charity and penance — should or should not be given up as faulty.
4. He encourages persons in the lower stages of life to perform any sacrifice, charity or penance that will purify their consciousness.
5. The highest criterion of religion is to accept any activity that leads to devotional service to the Lord. A devotee accepts any kind of work, sacrifice or charity that will help him discharge-such devotional service.
Verses 7-12
1. A renunciate gives up work for material satisfaction but continues performing activities that promote one to spiritual activities, such as cooking for the Lord or performing a marriage ceremony to help his disciple advance in Krsna consciousness.
2. To give up one's prescribed duties out of illusion is renunciation in the mode of darkness.
3. A person in the mode of passion gives up his prescribed duties as troublesome or out of fear of bodily discomfort. By so doing, he never gets the result of renunciation.
4. Renunciation in the mode of goodness means to renounce the fruit of one's work, not the work itself. In other words, prescribed duties should be executed out of duty and without attachment to the result.
5. A tyagi is one who has renounced the fruits of action. Although not formally in the renounced order, he is a true sannyasi.
Verses 13-18
1. Vedanta philosophy helps one understand things as they are. In the context of text 13, it helps us understand how a person in Krsna consciousness is not bound by the reactions of his work: There are five causes for the accomplishment of all action, and for success in all activity one should consider these five causes. Ultimately the fifth cause,  Supersoul, is the controller, and thus a person acting under His direction does not accrue any reaction.
2. The Supersoul is seated within the heart of the living entity as a friend, and He sanctions whatever one wishes to accomplish. Nothing can be accomplished without His sanction.
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3. "Right" actions are those performed according to the directions of scripture, and "wrong" actions are those performed against those directions.
4. By deciding not to fight, Arjuna is illustrating the position of a person bewildered by the false ego. Not knowing that there is a supreme sanctioner, such a person thinks himself the doer of his activities, responsible for the consequences of his actions. He does not understand that a person acting in Krsna consciousness under the direction of the Supersoul is not affected by the reactions of his actions.
Verses 19-40
1.
Knowledge in the mode of goodness entails seeing the undivided spiritual nature of the
Supreme Lord in any of the 84 lakhs species of life.
To see a different type of living entity per species — in other words to think that the person is the body — is knowledge in the mode of passion.
Knowledge concerned only with eating, sleeping, mating and defending is in the mode of ignorance.
2.
Regulated action performed without attachment, love, hatred or desire for fruitive result
is in the mode of goodness.
Action performed with great effort, out of false ego, for sense gratification is in the mode of passion.
Action performed in illusion, in disregard of scriptural injunctions, and without concern for future bondage, violence or distress caused to others is in the mode of ignorance.
3.
A worker in the mode of goodness is transcendental to the modes of material nature,
without false ego, fully determined and enthusiastic, and steady in success of failure.
A worker in the mode of passion is attached to his kind of work and to enjoying the fruits of such work. He is greedy, envious, impure and moved by happiness and distress.
A worker in the mode of ignorance works against the injunctions of the scripture.  He is materialistic, obstinate, cheating, expert in insulting others, lazy, always morose and procrastinating.
4.
Understanding in goodness means to use one's intelligence to discriminate between what
is to be done and what is not to be done, what is to be feared and what is not to be feared, what
is binding and what is liberating.
Determination in goodness is unbreakable. It is sustained with steadfastness by yoga practice and controls the activities of the mind.
Understanding in passion cannot distinguish between religion and irreligion, or prescribed action and forbidden action.
Determination in passion holds fast to fruitive results in dharma, artha and kama.
Understanding in ignorance takes religion to be irreligion and vice-versa and always strives in the wrong direction.
Determination in ignorance is based on dreaming, fearing, lamenting, moroseness and illusion.
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5.
Happiness in the mode of goodness is often like poison in the beginning, but like nectar
in the end because it awakens one to self-realization.
Happiness in the mode of passion is like nectar in the beginning but poison in the end because it is based on impermanent sense gratification.
Happiness in the mode of ignorance is delusion from the beginning. It is based on sleep, laziness and illusion, and right from the very beginning there is only distress.
Verses 41-48
1.
Peacefulness, self-control, austerity, purity, tolerance, honesty, knowledge, wisdom and
religiousness are brahminical qualities.
Heroism, power, determination, resourcefulness, courage in battle, generosity and leadership are the qualities of ksatriyas.
2.
Farming, cow protection and business are the natural work of vaisyas.
Labor and service to others are the qualities of work for sudras.
3. One should think that he is engaged in a particular type of occupation by Hrsikesa, the master of the senses, and one should worship the Supreme Personality of Godhead by the results of one's work. By doing so, one will attain perfection.
4. Because duties prescribed according to one's nature are never affected by sinful reactions.
5. In the material world, all endeavors are faulty because they are contaminated by the modes of nature. There are unpleasant duties in every varna, and one should not try to avoid them by changing one's occupation. Rather, one should be determined to serve the Supreme Lord by his occupational duty, because by pleasing the Lord in this way, all the defects in that particular occupation will be purified.
Verses 49-55
1. A Krsna conscious person is automatically a sannyasi, because he offers the results of his work instead of enjoying them himself.   A sannyasi is free from the reactions of his past activities, but a Krsna conscious person automatically achieves this perfection without even accepting the renounced order, because his actions are karma-free.
2. By keeping oneself in the mode of goodness, one's mind is controlled and fixed on the Supreme. Free from false ego, false pride, false strength, false proprietorship, etc., and living accordingly, one is elevated to the position of self-realization.
3. The term brahma-bhuta means "being one with the Absolute." For a devotee, oneness means to render loving devotional service unto the Lord. In the absolute conception, there is no difference between the servitor and the served, although the distinction remains in a higher spiritual sense. In the brahma-bhuta stage, one doesn't perceive higher and lower states of existence in the material world, because one sees that everything that exists in the material world is ephemeral, and thus without value. A person in the brahma-bhuta stage hates the idea of
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merging into the Supreme, and the attainment of heavenly pleasures appears to him as pure phantasmagoria. His senses are like the broken teeth of a serpent, and because he is fearless, he sees the whole world as good as Vaikuntha.
4. The impersonalist wants to lose his identity and merge into the undifferentiated existence of the Supreme Brahman, whereas the personalist wants to enter into the abode of the Lord in his own identity for the purpose of associating with the Lord and render service unto Him.
5. It is not possible to understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead by mental speculation or erudite sholarship. The only way to understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead is to engage in devotional service unto Him. When one is fully conversant with the Krsna science, he becomes eligible to enter into the abode of Krsna where he continues to render devotional service in his eternal, individual identity.
Verses 56-62
1. The word mad-vyapasrayah means under the protection of the Supreme Lord.
2. To be a servant means to discharge one's duty faithfully under the direction of the Lord's representative, without being affected by profit and loss.
3. Krsna is the best friend of everyone, and He takes full care of those who are fully engaged in His service. But when the living entity falls into the illusion of thinking himself the doer he comes under the control of the Lord's external energy, which bewilders and frustrates him at every step. By remembering Krsna and engaging in His service under the direction of the spiritual master, one will be protected in all circumstances.
4. The living entity is not independent. He is seated in his body, which is fully under the control of material nature, and he himself is controlled by the Supreme Lord who is sitting within his heart, directing all his wanderings. One should stop one's futile endeavor to be independent and fully surrender to the Supreme Lord. That will make one peaceful and eligible to attain the supreme abode.
Verses 63-66
1. The wordsyathecchasi lata kuru, "as you like, you can do," indicate that the Supreme Personality of Godhead doesn't interfere with the minute independence of the living entity.
2. In text 4, Krsna advises Arjuna to hear about His judgment concerning renunciation.
In text 19, Krsna advises Arjuna to hear about the three kinds of knowledge, action, and
performer of action.
-.
3.
Knowledge of Brahman is confidential.
Knowledge of the Supersoul within everyone's heart is more confidential.
The most confidential knowledge is that one should become Krsna's pure devotee.
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4. The two-handed form of Krsna, who holds a flute and wears a peacock feather in His hair, is the ultimate desirable goal for the devotee. That goal can be attained by undeviatingly thinking about Krsna in that form excusively, and worshiping Him in devotion. "One should not even divert his attention to other forms of the Lord."
5. Because they are a waste of time. Religious principles should only be accepted if they lead one to devotional service.
Because this is the result one automatically achieves by surrendering to Krsna.
Verses 67-78
1. Although Bhagavad-gita is generally discussed among devotees only, devotees sometimes try to present the philosophy of Bhagavad-gita in an open class because Krsna consciousness is meant to be preached to everyone. In Kali-yuga it is not always possible to distinguish the innocent from the envious, and sometimes one has to take chances.
2. In his role as Arjuna's spiritual master, Lord Krsna wanted to make sure that His disciple had understood all His points. If not, He was prepared to reexplain the whole thing.
3. The result of studying Bhagavad-gita is that one gains factual understanding of Krsna. Bhagavad-gita should be heard from the transparent via medium of the spiritual master. A person who doesn't hear Bhagavad-gita in disciplic succession is not qualified to hear Bhagavad-gita.
4. That wherever there is Krsna and Arjuna (the Lord and His devotee) there is victory.
5. The Supreme Personality of Godhead, material nature, the living entities, eternal time and activities (karma).
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